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by  Carol  Dimmick 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 

L  Haley  Arnold  (right)  and  Sinclair  O'Grady,  students  at  Katherine  Delmar  Burke  School,  clean  their  invention  for 

hamsters  at  Katherine  Delmar  Burke  School's  Invention  Convention.  See  story  page  9. 

Supes  vote  to  keep  Central  Fwy.  on  track 


A  top  official  with  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
confirmed  that  a  $9.2  million 
budget  deficit  will  likely  result  in 
massive  layoffs,  the  closing  of 
recreation  centers  and  delays  in 
maintenance  at  parks  throughout 
the  city. 

Elizabeth  Goldstein,  the  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department 
who  resigned  at  the  end  of 
March,  said"  as  many  as  160  em¬ 
ployees  could  lose  their  jobs  as  a 
result  of  the  deficit.  She 
promised  the  impact  would  be 
“dramatic.” 

Goldstein  singled  out  the 
city’s  parks  for  special  concern 
because  of  a  long  history  of  dete¬ 
rioration  that  goes  back  to  the 
early  ’90s. 

Over  the  past  10  years,  the  de¬ 
partment  has  added  57  acres  of 
new  parkland  while  losing  about 
10  percent  of  its  gardeners.  With 
a  potential  loss  of  as  many  as  25 
gardeners  and  trainees  due  to  the 
budget  deficit  this  year,  officials 
say  the  remaining  staff  will  be 
unable  to  adequately  care  for  the 
city’s  228  parks. 

“We  have  a  park  system  and 
forest  that  we  have  been  strug¬ 
gling  to  maintain.  We  are  cutting 
into  the  backbone  now,” 
Goldstein  said. 

A  budget  report  prepared  by 
the  department  says  the  loss  of 
gardeners  would  result  in  the 
elimination  of  the  popular  Parks 
Stewardship  Program,  a  33  per¬ 
cent  reduction  in  the  Natural 


Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 
was  on  hand  March  3 1  as  the  SF 
Department  of  Public  Works  in¬ 
stalled  new  stop  signs  at  47th 
Avenue  and  Fulton  Street,  the 
site  of  a  pedestrian  fatality  on 
Sept.  17,  2003. 

Two  local  residents,  Michael 
Samson  and  Cheryl  Arnold, 
spearheaded  the  effort  to  get  stop 
signs. 

“This  intersection  is  extreme¬ 
ly  dangerous,”  Samson  said. 

According  to  Bond  Yee,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  SF  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  at  a  March 
15  Land  Use  Committee  hearing, 
there  are  several  considerations 
for  slowing  traffic  on  Fulton,  in¬ 
cluding  lowering  the  speed  limit 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
voted  to  keep  the  Central 
Freeway  replacement  project  on 
track  at  its  March  30  meeting. 

A  resolution  that  would  have 
halted  the  rebuilding  of  the 
Central  Freeway  was  voted  out 
of  the  supervisor’s  Land  Use 
Committee  March  23  and  went  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a 
vote.  Only  supervisors  Bevan 
Dufty,  Tom  Ammiano  and  Matt 
Gonzalez  voted  to  scrap  the  plan 
when  it  came  up  for  a  full  vote  at 
the  board. 

The  resolution,  which  passed 


from  35  mph  to  30  mph  and  in¬ 
creasing  traffic  enforcement. 

McGoldrick  calendared  the 
hearing  at  the  supervisor’s  Land 
Use  Committee  and  he  held  a 
Town  Hall  Meeting  in  March 
concerning  safety  issues,  includ¬ 
ing  Fulton  Street.  The  March  16 
meeting  of  the  Community/Pol¬ 
ice  Forum  also  featured  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  “traffic  calming”  on 
Fulton. 

In  an  effort  to  further  curb  ve¬ 
hicle  speeds  on  outer  Fulton 
Street,  a  new  stop  sign  was  re¬ 
cently  installed  at  La  Playa  and 
Fulton  and  a  radar  machine  is  be¬ 
ing  employed  on  Fulton  to  in¬ 
form  drivers  of  their  speed. 


out  of  committee  by  a  2-1  vote 
without  a  recommendation, 
asked  Gov.  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger  to  freeze  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  state  funds  ear¬ 
marked  for  rebuilding  the  free¬ 
way  so  the  City  could  explore  the 
feasibility  of  moving  the  off¬ 
ramps  back  to  Bryant  Street. 

“My  hope  was  to  give  state 
representatives  a  chance  to  ex¬ 
plore  alternatives  with  Caltrans,” 


by  Carol  Dimmick 

After  carefully  considering 
three  options  for  remodeling 
Rossi  Playground,  Richmond 
District  residents  picked  a  design 
that  features  natural  shapes  for 
the  new  playground’s  theme. 

Constructed  in  1984,  the  play¬ 
ground  is  due  for  a  $1 .4  million 
facelift  within  the  next  20 
months.  The  renovation  is  a  joint 
project  of  the  SF  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  and  the 
Neighborhood  Parks  Council, 
which  works  with  neighborhood 
residents  to  raise  funds  for  play¬ 
ground  equipment. 

About  20  neighbors  attended  a 
community  meeting  Feb.  26  at 
the  University  of  San  Francisco’s 
Koret  Center,  where  landscape 
architect  Jessica  Green  unveiled 
three  diverse  concepts  for  reno¬ 
vating  the  popular  playground, 
located  at  Arguello  Boulevard 


said  Dufty,  who  sponsored  the 
resolution. 

Duffy’s  resolution  came  under 
fire  from  Richmond  District 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick, 
who  said  it  is  risky  to  hand  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  back  to  the 
Schwarzenegger  when  the  state 
is  facing  a  massive  budget  crisis. 

McGoldrick  also  reminded  his 
colleagues  that  it  might  not  be 
wise  to  ignore  the  voters  who  ap- 


and  Anza  Street. 

After  two  hours  of  discussion, 
a  consensus  developed  for  what 
Green  called  her  “natural”  de¬ 
sign. 

Green’s  concept  features  natu¬ 
ral  materials  and  shapes  within 
integrated  spaces,  such  as  a 
climbing  wall  for  older  children 
and  boulders  and  a  wood  teeter- 
tot  for  younger  children.  A 
boardwalk  weaves  throughout 
the  playground,  connecting  the 
individual  play  areas  and  provid¬ 
ing  cohesion  for  the  overall  de¬ 
sign  scheme. 

Green  described  a  second  con¬ 
cept  as  an  “urban”  design.  Its 
most  identifiable  features  were 
loud  colors  on  concrete  and  met¬ 
al  components.  This  was  the  least 
popular  design  with  the  residents. 

Green’s  third  scheme  was 
based  on  popular  places  in  San 
Francisco.  It  incorporated  a  mini 
version  of  the  Filbert  Street 


proved  the  project  four  years 
ago. 

After  the  Loma  Prieta 
Earthquake  critically  damaged 
the  freeway’s  structure  in  1989,  it 
took  three  ballot  measures  before 
voters  approved  Proposition  I  in 
1999  and  work  could  begin  to  re¬ 
build  the  freeway. 

“We  (the  supervisors)  are  not 


Steps,  a  cable  car  mmaround  and 
a  Victorian  play  structure  into  the 
play  areas.  Although  residents 
liked  some  of  the  elements,  the 
overall  consensus  was  to  go  with 
the  more  natural  design  scheme. 

Green,  who  was  brought  on 
board  after  Peterson  Architects 
pulled  out  of  the  project  because 
of  an  insurance  problem,  based 
her  designs  on  information  gath¬ 
ered  from  a  Community  Design 
Day  held  in  March  2003,  where 
neighbors  were  encouraged  to 
voice  their  ideas. 

Residents  will  continue  to 
play  an  active  role  in  developing 
the  design  for  the  playground  and 
at  least  one  more  public  session 
is  expected  before  the  design  is 
finalized. 

In  addition  to  working  with 
the  architect,  neighbors  have 
raised  more  than  $16,000  for  the 
playground  equipment  through 
the  sale  of  hricks  and  tiles. 


Continued  on  page  10 

New  stop  signs  on  Fulton 


Continued  on  page  10 

Rossi  Playground  design  chosen 


Budget 
cuts  at 
Rec.  & 
Park  Dept, 
could  be 
'dramatic' 


Happy  hamsters 
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San  Francisco 
is  suffering 

David  Heller 


There  is  no  question  that  San 
Francisco  is  suffering  great 
financial  distress,  and  some 
difficult  choices  will  have  to  be 
made. 

But  as  our  policy  makers  begin  to 
think  about  which  services  will  be 
cut,  they  need  to  remember  that  no 
matter  how  deep  the  fiscal  hole  is  in 
which  we  find  ourselves,  no  one 
should  have  to  die  to  solve  our  bud¬ 
get  crisis. 

One  would  think  that  such  an  ob¬ 
vious  statement  could  go  unmade. 

Apparently  not:  a  March  report 
from  the  Office  of  the  Controller 
recommended  that  a  handful  of  fire 
stations  be  closed  and  some  equip¬ 
ment  be  retired  to  save  money. 

That  suggestion  should  be  reject¬ 
ed  out  of  hand  because  to  follow  it 
would  quite  literally,  be  a  matter  of 
life  and  death.  Without  overstating 
the  question,  it’s  not  a  matter  of  if  - 
only  when. 

For  example,  the  controller  rec¬ 
ommends  removing  the  ladder  truck 
from  the  Richmond’s  Station  14  - 
the  one  truck  in  the  District  that  can 
extend  a  ladder  longer  than  20  feet 
into  a  burning  building. 

Which  means,  if  that  truck  has  to 
come  from  somewhere  else  farther 


away,  it’s  going  to  be  additional 
eight  to  10  minutes  until  the  ladder 
gets  there,  and  a  lot  can  happen  in 
10  minutes. 

Is  it  worth  it?  No.  Clearly  it  is 
not. 

The  Controller’s  intentions  are 
good;  that’s  not  the  question,  but  the 
Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
should  reject  the  notion  that  any 
firehouse  can  be  closed  or  any 
equipment  retired  without  replace¬ 
ment. 

San  Franciscans  deserve,  at  the 
very  least,  to  know  that  when  it’s 
their  home  or  business  that’s  burn¬ 
ing,  the  fire  trucks  will  show  up  and 
be  able  to  do  the  job  instead  of  wait¬ 
ing  for  some  key  piece  of  equipment 
that’s  stuck  in  traffic  because  it  had 
to  come  from  across  town. 

Public  safety  services  like  fire 
protection  are  off  limits.  Cut  some¬ 
where  else. 

David  Heller,  President 
Greater  Geary  Boulevard 
Merchants  and  Property 
Owners  Association 
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New  cafe  to  open  at 
historic  Beach  Chalet 


Construction  workers  take  a  break  after  putting  the 
finishing  touches  on  the  new  Park  Chalet. 


by  Peter  Sciacca 

The  Beach 
Chalet  Brewery  is 
known  for  its  brews 
and  views  of  the 
Ocean  Beach  coast¬ 
line  but  visitors  will 
soon  get  to  see  an¬ 
other  side  of  the 
brewery  and  restau¬ 
rant  -  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  side. 

Owners  Lara 
and  Gar  Truppelli' 
will  open  a  com¬ 
bined  indoor  and 
outdoor  cafe-style 
restaurant  on 
Monday,  April  12, 
that  will  be  called  the  Park  Chalet  Garden 
Restaurant. 

“The  Park  Chalet  has  a  fun,  casual  and 
relaxed  atmosphere,”  Lara  Truppelli  said. 
“Beautiful  lan^caping  will  surround  it.” 

The  restaurant  is  bordered  by  retract¬ 
ing  glass  doors.  Other  prominent  design 
features  include  a  centralized  fireplace  sur¬ 
rounded  by  leather  ottomans,  a  full  bar, 
stained  concrete  floors  and  accessibility 
from  all  sides.  The  main  entrance  adjoins 
the  ground  level  Golden  Gate  Park 
Visitor’s  Center. 

The  menu  will  range  from  $6  for  ap¬ 
petizers  to  $19  for  entrees.  The  eclectic 
range  of  choices  will  include  pizzas,  onion 
rings,  organic  salads,  seafood  platters, 
griddle  sandwiches  and  dessert  specialties, 
such  as  caramel  candied  apples  and  banana 
splits. 

“We  also  have  great  foggy  day  fa¬ 
vorites,  like  French  onion  soup,  cioppino 
and  a  braised  lamb  shank  shepherd’s  pie,” 
Truppelli  said. 

Planning  for  the  Park  Chalet  began 
when  the  Truppellis  opened  the  Beach 
Chalet  Brewery  and  Restaurant  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  floor  of  the  historic  Beach  Chalet 
about  seven  years  ago. 

“Our  original  dreams  for  this  great 
building  were  to  expand  the  back  of  the 
Beach  Chalet  in  order  to  create  a  strong  an¬ 
choring  presence  in  the  west  end  of  Golden 
Gate  Park,”  Truppelli  said.  “The  opening 
of  the  Park  Chalet  has  been  a  long  time 
coming.” 

She  said  the  SF  Planning  Department, 
Fine  Arts  Commission,  Civic  Design 
Board  and  the  Historic  Landmarks 
Preservation  Commission  approved  the 
proposal  for  the  restaurant  before  construc¬ 
tion  began  last  July. 

The  3,000-square-foot  restaurant  can 
seat  100  patrons  and  will  be  staffed  by  50 
employees.  It  cost  $2  million  to  build  and 
took  nine  months  to  complete. 

The  Park  Chalet  was  designed  by 
Heller-Manus  Architects,  the  same  firm 
that  restored  the  Beach  Chalet  after  several 
years  of  vacancy.  The  company’s  other 


credits  include  the  restoration  of  San 
Francisco’s  City  Hall,  Columbarium,  Shell 
Building,  Fleishhacker  Estate  and  One 
Maritime  Plaza. 

The  Park  Chalet,  which  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  only  restaurant  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  will  be  open  for  lunch 
and  dinner  daily  with  a  modified  brunch 
menu  on  weekends.  The  main  Beach 
Chalet  restaurant’s  hours  will  not  be  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  new  eatery. 

Truppelli  said  the  Park  Chalet  adds  a 
new  dimension  to  the  Beach  Chalet  build¬ 
ing. 

“It  extends  what  the  Beach  Chalet  of¬ 
fers  but  with  a  fun,  playful  twist,”  she  said. 
“You  go  to  Golden  Gate  Park  to  take  a 
break  and  enjoy  this  beautiful  oasis  we 
have  in  the  City.  The  Park  Chalet  gives 
you  one  more  reason  to  get  out  and  enjoy 
the  moment.” 

Phones  needed  for 
seniors,  victims 

The  Salvation  Army  is  piloting  a  cell 
phone  recycling  program  in  which  old  and 
used  cell  phones  are  recycled,  cleaned  and 
distributed  to  frail  seniors  in  need.  With  the 
donated  cell  phone,  a  senior  can  dial  911 
and  call  for  help  in  a  time  of  need  from  al¬ 
most  anywhere. 

To  qualify,  a  senior  citizen  must  be  over 
the  age  of  65,  have  a  monthly  income  of 
less  than  $2,020  and  live  in  one  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  zip  codes:  94129,  94118,  94121, 
94122,  941 16,  94127  and  94132.  To  donate 
a  cell  phone  drop  it,  with  accessories,  at 
City  Hall,  Room  260,  or  take  it  to  one  of 
the  following  collection  sites  in  the 
Richmond  District:  Richmond  Resource 
Center,  3330  Geary  Blvd.,  8:30  a.m.  to  5 
p.ra,;  or  the  Richmond  YMCA,  360  18th 
Ave.  For  more  information,  call  566-0289 
or  575-4848.  ' 

The  SF  Federal  Credit  Union  is  also 
collecting  cell  phones  to  donate  to  victims 
of  domestic  violence  through  April  30  at 
all  of  the  financial  institution’s  branches, 
including  Geary  Boulevard. 
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n  March 
16,  the 
Richmond 

District 

Community /Pol¬ 
ice  Forum, 

Friends  of  Sutro 
Park,  CoaUtion  to 
Save  Ocean 
Beach,  Senior 
Action  Network, 

WALK  San  Francisco,  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
and  the  North  Park  Neighbors 
hosted  a  community  meeting  to 
discuss  ‘Traffic  Calming  on 
Fulton  Avenue.” 

With  the  assistance  of  all  the 
community  groups,  this  meeting 
was  well  attended.  Nick  Carr, 
from  the  SF  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  (DPT),  out¬ 
lined  ideas  for  a  traffic-calming 
program.  Supervisors 
McGoldrick  and  Ma  participated 
in  this  meeting,  as  well  as  the 
city  health  and  transportation  de¬ 
partments. 

There  were  many  concerns 
raised  by  local  residents  regard¬ 
ing  short  and  long-term  goals 
that  need  to  be  explored.  There 
was  a  general  consensus  that  traf¬ 
fic  enforcement  by  the  police 
needs  to  be  increased.  I  have 
made  every  attempt  to  increase 
police  visibility  and  traffic  en¬ 
forcement  along  this  corridor  by 
requesting  assistance  from  the 
Traffic  Company,  as  well  as  as¬ 
signing  a  traffic  car  for  each 
watch. 

However,  this  is  only  part  of 
the  solution.  The  group  discus- 


Police  Beat 


Capt.  Sandra  Tong 


sion  also  focused  on  a  need  for 
community  education.  It  will  be 
a  vital  component  to  educate  mo¬ 
torists  and  pedestrians  that  live 
and  commute  through  the 
Richmond  District  that  we  all 
need  to  obey  the  speed  limit,  re¬ 
spect  pedestrian  right-of-ways 
and  all  other  traffic  laws. 

Unfortunately,  there  was  not 
enough  time  to  address  all  con¬ 
cerns,  but  1  am  encouraged  that 
everyone  who  attended  the  meet¬ 
ing  agreed  that  our  community 
needs  to  collaborate  on  address¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  traffic  calming  on 
Fulton  Street,  as  well  as  through¬ 
out  our  district. 

We  need  to  reduce  the  number 
of  cars  on  our  streets  by  promot¬ 
ing  public  transportation.  We 
need  to  explore  options  to  fi¬ 
nance  the  goals  we  want  to 
achieve.  We  need  to  assess  short¬ 
term  solutions  that  DPT  could  as¬ 
sist  us  with.  We  need  to  take  the 
passion  and  enthusiasm  that  was 
expressed  at  the  meeting  and  set 
the  wheels  in  motion  to  organize 
our  efforts. 

A  follow  up  meeting  was 
scheduled  for  Tuesday,  March 
30.  There  will  be  a  summary  of 

Abduction  suspect  sought 

The  SF  Police  Department  has 
released  a  sketch  of  a  suspect 
who  tried  to  abduct  a  15-year-old 
female  in  the  500  block  of  Eighth 
Avenue  on  Friday,  Feb.  6,  afap- 
proximately  10:20  p.m.  The  man 
approached  the  female  from  be¬ 
hind  and  placed  his  hands  across 
her  eyes  and  mouth,  but  she  was 
able  to  escape.  The  suspect,  a 
white  male  who  is  about  six-feet 
tall  with  a  large  stomach,  was 
seen  getting  into  a  smaO  late- 
model  ‘.‘boxy”  vehicle  on  Eighth 
Avenue. 

Anyone  with  information  re¬ 
garding  the  identity  of  the  sus¬ 


pect  is  urged  to  call  SFPD 
Inspector  Elaine  Economus  at 
553-4906. 


this  meeting  in 
next  month’s  col¬ 
umn.  However  in 
the  near  future,  we 
will  be  turning  to 
each  and  every 
one  of  you  to  get 
involved  and  join 
a  working  com¬ 
mittee. 

Rash  of  Residential 
Burglaries 

There  was  a  rash  of  residential 
burglaries  in  March  in  the  Lake 
Street  neighborhood.  Latent  fin¬ 
gerprints  were  obtained  from 
several  homes  and  the  SFPD’s 
Burglary  Detail  is  working  with 
the  district  attorney’s  office  to  re¬ 
solve  the  cases  as  expeditiously 
as  possible. 

Some  of  the  burglaries 
showed  no  signs  of  forced  entry. 
Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to 
remind  everyone  to  make  sure 
you  secure  your  residences  be¬ 
fore  leaving.  If  you  have  alarms, 
turn  them  on,  as  an  alarm  doesn’t 
do  anyone  any  good  if  it’s  not  ac¬ 
tivated.  Lastly,  if  you  see  or  hear 
anything  that  seems  suspicious, 
don’t  hesitate  to  call  the  police 
and  we’ll  investigate  your  report. 

Officer  Lorie  Brophy  was  pa¬ 
trolling  the  Richmond  IJistrict 
when  she  saw  what  she  thought 
was  a  scuffle  outside  of  the  M&K 
Market  at  Eighth  Avenue  and 
Anza  Street.  The  proprietor, 
however,  was  attempting  to  de¬ 
tain  a  shoplifting  suspect. 

As  it  turned  out,  Brophy  stum¬ 
bled  onto  a  team  of  four  suspects 
who  have  been  hitting  stores 
throughout  San  Francisco  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  The  suspects  enter  a 
business  and  create  a  disturbance 
to  distract  the  storeowner  or  clerk 
so  other  suspects  can  steal  money 
from  the  cash  register.  Two  of  the 
suspects  were  apprehended  at  the 
scene  and  two  were  apprehended 
later  that  day  elsewhere  in  the 
City. 

The  next  Richmond  District 
Community/Police  Forum  will  be 
held  Tuesday.  April  20,  at  1  p.m. 
at  Richmond  Station.  The  guest 
speaker  will  be  from  the  SF 
Department  of  Health. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Police  Station. 


When:  Meets  April  5  through  April  23 

Attend  as  many  days  as  you  would  like 
Time:  All-day:  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Cost:  $69  each  day  (sibling  $59) 

Half-day:  9  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 

Cost:  $39  each  day  (sibling  $34) 

Ages:  Boys  &  Girls  6-14 

These  camps  are  designed  for  the  beginner  just  discovering  the  game  to 
the  more  experienced  golfer  wishing  to  improve  his  or  her  skills.  Juniors 
will  practice  chipping,  putting  and  full  swing  in  a  fun  and  supportive  en¬ 
vironment.  Special  golf  games  and  contests  make  this  camp  a  Spring-time 
favorite.  You  can  sign  up  your  child  up  for  as  many  days  as  you  would 
like  during  the  2-week  period.  Lunch  is  included. 


Call  Ron  Sagara  at  650-573-7888,  ext.  232  for  info, 
e-mail:  rsagara@marinerspoint.com 
www.marinerspoint.com 
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3921  Gsary  Blvd.  (btwn.  3rd &4lhAves.,  back  entrance,  2nd  tioor) 

415-387-8EVE  (8383) 

Experience  the 

PACE 

Bring  in  this  ad 
for  5  hours  of 
FREE  tutoring 

1617  Balboa  Street 
(Between  1 7th  &  I’Bth  Ave) 


...because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby: 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing, 
and  more,  all  under 
one  roof!  Plus, 
CITIKIDS  offers  selec- 
flon,  quality,  and  ser¬ 
vice  at  competitive 
prices.  So,  come  to 
CITIKIDS  first,  where 
it's  really  fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS  liif 


3rd  2 

Ave.  A\ 

Td  Argi. 
e.  Bl\ 

jello 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

1  in  Fron 

\  of  store! 

•  152  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Stroliers  •  Bedding 


Zazen 


Organic  Coffee,  Tea,  Bulk  Food,  Snacks 


8e5t 

in  Town 


All  Organic  -  Gourmet  Quality 


Premium  Teas 

\ 

Best  selection  of  White,  Green,  Oolong 
and  Black  Teas  from  China,  India  and  Japan 


Come  Try  and 
See  the  Difference! 


2314  Clement  St.  (near  24th  Avenue) 

(415)  221-8283 
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RIGPA 


Offering  weekly  meditation,  meditation  instruction  and 
dharma  study  under  the  guidance  of  Sogyal  Rinpoche,  author  of 
The  Tibetan  Book  of  Lwing  and  Dying. 

For  class  and  workshop  listings  visit  our  website  at 
www.rigpabayarea.org  or  call  (415)  777-0052. 


Ill  New  Montgomery  St.,  #403  ,  Sa'n  Francisco,  CA  94105 


Geary  Print  Shop  KS  S 


NEW  LOCATION 

SMaoRMtMmnc*  3000  GEARY  8LVD 


'tostenl  Printing 
'Otgilnt  Copying 
'Color  Copying 
"Comploto  atnrloey 
'Annauncemontt 
'Busineso  Caras 

DivcounU  For  School* 

&  Non  Profit* 

>  BLAKE  •  S.F..  CA  94118 
TEL  (415)  7S|.i2l2  •  FAX  (415)  751.0231 


Five  smart  things  to  do 
before  you  sell  your  home: 

1.  Have  an  after  sale  plan. 

2.  Continue  good  maintenance  procedures. 

3.  Remove  clutter  so  home  appeals  to  buyers. 

4.  Make  a  file  of  key  house  documents. 

5.  Call  Bruce  for  a  free  market  evaluation. 


Bruce  McKleroy 
Ritchie  Halianan 
Real  Estate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 


R  1  TXH  I  E 
HALLANAN 

HilAl.  fcSTATIi 


'issasssaassBsr 


make  leaA''^ 


Make 
learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  ^Flashcards 

Pr<)\cn  cfii-iliM’  toi'  k'iirninj' 
busic  skillsl  I'RI  XI)  h:i'<  i~  lilies 
lor  l;.ingti;i”e  riit.s  ;ind  inash. 
inektding  )>iK)ni<,s  and  (Vaciion.s, 
Sell-checking,  quit  k-x  nting 
ca  rds.  ■  1’ 1 1  n  .ic!  ix  it  les 
included  lor  ^ 
indix  idua!  and 
group  j>i;K  Ik  e. 


cards 


shoes 


iVxoe* 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


Police  Blotter 


Arson,  Inhabited  Dwelling: 
March  6,  4  p.m.,  600  Block  of 
Fifth  Avenue 

A  neighbor  called  911  saying 
smoke  was  coming  from  an 
apartment  across  the  street. 

Firefighters  arrived  and  en¬ 
tered  the  apartment.  Once  inside, 
the  firefighters  discovered  all  the 
electric  burners  on  the  stove  were 
turned  “on.”  Upon  further  inves¬ 
tigation,  they  smelled  smoke  and 
found  a  locked  bedroom  door. 
The  firefighters  forced  entry  and 
found  a  small  fire  of  burning  pa¬ 
per  in  the  center  of  the  bedroom 
floor.  They  also  found  the  sus¬ 
pect  in  bed  with  the  covers 
pulled  over  her  head  and  the  win¬ 
dow  closed. 

After  leading  the  suspect  out¬ 
side  onto  the  street,  the  suspect 
exclaimed,  “Fm  going  to  jail  or 
I’ll  bum  the  house  down!” 

The  suspect  was  taken  into 
custody  and  transported  to  the 
police  station  where  she  waived 
her  Miranda  rights. 

She  told  the  inspector,  “I  set  a 
fire  so  they  could  arrest  me.  I 
light  (sic)  up  the  paper  on  the 
floor.  I  tried  to  bum  the  clothes.  I 
set  the  fire.  I  only  set  the  fire  to 
my  apartment.  I  almost  passed 
out.  That  was  the  first  time  I  set  a 
fire.” 

The  suspect  was  taken  to  SF 
General  Flospital  for  a  mental 
health  detention. 

Robbery,  Service  Station 
with  Gun:  March  16,  10:56 
p.m.,  2500  Block  of  California 
Street 

A  clerk  was  behind  the 
counter  at  a  gas  station  when  a 
young  male  suspect  dressed  en¬ 
tirely  in  black  entered  the  store. 
Another  suspect,  similar  in  ap¬ 
pearance  to  the  first  suspect,  then 
entered  the  store. 

The  second  suspect  stepped 
behind  the  counter,  pulled  out  a 


silver  revolver  and  pointed  it  at 
the  clerk.  He  asked  for  all  the 
store’s  money. 

Fearing  for  his  life,  the  clerk 
complied,  opening  the  cash  regis¬ 
ter  and  turning  over  approxi¬ 
mately  $300.  The  suspect  told 
the  clerk  to  lie  on  the  ground  and 
count  to  30. 

The  two  suspects  fled  north¬ 
bound  on  Steiner  Street.  Police 
units  arriving  at  the  scene 
searched  the  area  for  the  suspects 
to  no  avail. 

Defrauding  Providers  of 
Food,  Fuel,  Services  or 
Accommodations:  March  7, 
1:30  a.m.,  3500  Block  of  Geary 
Boulevard 

A  group  of  five  men  and  five 
females  walked  into  a  sports  bar 
on  Geary  Boulevard  and  were  es¬ 
corted  to  a  back  room.  All  10 
suspects  ordered  beers  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  drink  and  listen  to  mu¬ 
sic  for  the  next  two-and-a-half 
hours. 

At  around  closing  time,  the 
bill  was  given  to  the  one  of  the 
suspects,  who  got  upset. 

“We  will  only  pay  five  dollars 
for  the  beers,  not  eight  dollars,” 
he  said.  , 

The  suspect  made  a  phone  call 
and  then  said  something  un¬ 
known  to  the  other  nine  people  in 
his  group.  The  10  suspects  then 
began  to  trash  the  room,  destroy¬ 
ing  light  fixtures,  a  music  ma¬ 
chine  and  a  television  before 
leaving  the  bar. 

The  suspects  were  not  found. 
Police  believe  it  may  be  gang  re¬ 
lated. 

Bank  Robbery,  with  Other 
Weapon:  March  2,  1:37  p.m., 
2800  Block  of  Geary  Boulevard 

A  suspect  with  a  thin  build 
carrying  a  newspaper  entered  a 
bank  talking  to  himself.  He 
walked  past  the  people  standing 


in  line  and  directly  up  to  a 
teller’s  counter. 

The  suspect,  who  the  teller 
said  had  “messed-up  teeth,” 
handed  the  teller  a  note  that  said, 
“Give  me  $8,000!  8,000!  Or  I’ll 
kill  you!” 

TTie  teller  gave  the  suspect  an 
undetermined  amount  of  money 
and  handed  a  note  to  another 
teller,  who  activated  the  bank’s 
silent  alarm. 

At  this  point,  the  suspect  fled 
the  bank. 

The  bank  manager  followed 
the  suspect,  who  got  on  a  38 
Muni  bus.  The  manager  indicated 
to  the  bus  driver  that  he  needed 
to  stay  put  by  putting  his  hand 
across  his  throat. 

After  the  manager  re-entered 
the  bank  to  call  91 1 ,  the  bus  driv¬ 
er  watched  the  suspect  flee  the 
bus  northbound  on  Collins  Street. 

Police  alerted  to  the  crime  de¬ 
tained  a  suspect  at  Anza  and 
Cook  streets. 

PGA  events 
at  Harding 

The  Professional  Golf 
Association  will  play  the  World 
Golf  Championships  at  Harding 
Park  in  October  2()05.  The  event 
features  the  top  50  golfers  in  pro¬ 
fessional  golf. 

The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
unanimously  voted  March  16  to 
bring  the  tournament,  and  four 
other  tour  events  before  2019,  to 
the  City’s  recently-remodeled 
golf  course  near  Lake  Merced. 

According  to  SF  Supervisor 
Tony  Hall,  a  major  proponent  of 
the  PGA  deal,  some  $35  million 
will  be  spent  in  the  local  econo¬ 
my  as  a  result  of  the  agreement 
and  $500,000  will  be  donated  to- 
•ward  the  First  Tee  Program  at 
Harding. 


''Come  see  the  transformation  bock  to  the 
original  Cliff  House  of  1 909." 


Breakfast  and  lunch  with  our  famous  popovers 

9  a.m. -3:30  p.m. 

Dinner  every  evening 

4:30  p.m.  -  10p.m. 


1 090  Point  Lobos  •  386-3330 

www.cliffhouse.com 
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November, 

Supervisor 
Bevan  Dufty  sur¬ 
prised  his  col¬ 
leagues  on  the 
Transportation 
Authority  (TA)  by 
suggesting  that  the 
City  revisit  the 

question  of  bringing  down  the 
Central  Freeway  off-ramp  at 
Market  Street.  As  many  of  you 
know,  the  issue  of  the  Central 
Freeway  rebuild  has  a  long  and 
contentious  history  in  our  City 
and  was  finally  resolved  only  af¬ 
ter  a  long  battle  between  oppos¬ 
ing  forces  roughly  aligned  with 
the  east  and  west  sides  of  San 
Francisco.  That  resolution  came 
in  the  form  of  1999’s  Proposition 
1,  which  enacted  a  plan  to  take 
down  the  Central  Freeway  back 
from  Fell  and  Oak  streets  to  a 
Market  Street  touchdown. 

Having  resolved  the  Central 
Freeway  issue,  the  City  has  en¬ 
gaged  in  substantial  planning  ef¬ 
forts  to  revitalize  the  Hayes 
Valley  neighborhood,  including 
neighborhood  infrastructure  im¬ 
provements,  rebuilding  Octavia 
Boulevard  and  developing  large 
amounts  of  affordable  housing. 

Many  District  1  residents  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  planning  efforts 
leading  up  to  the  Proposition  I 

Workshops 
for  parents, 
students 

Parents  of  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  who  want  to  play  an  active 
role  in  their  child’s  academic 
lives  are  encouraged  to  attend  a 
free  workshop. 

The  first  and  third  sessions, 
“How  to  Help  Your  Child  be  a 
Successful  Learner”  and  “How  to 
Help  Your  Child  With  Writing 
Assignments,”  will  be  held  at  the 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,  on  Tuesday,  April  13 
and  Tuesday,  April  27,  from  7 
p.m.  to  8:30  p.m.,  respectively. 

Session  two,  “How  to  Help 
Your  Child  be  a  Successful 
Reader,”  will  be  held  at  the 
Merced  Branch  Library,  155 
Winston  Dr.,  Wednesday,  April 
21,  from  7  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Parkside  Branch  Library  at  753- 
7125  or  the  Merced  Branch 
Library  at  355-2825. 


Central  Fwy. 
Redux 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 


resolution,  including  Ron 
Miguel,  president  of  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond!  A 
citizens'  advisory  committee 
considered  numerous  options  for 
reconfiguring  the  Central 
Freeway  and  finally  settled  on 
the  solution  embodied  in 
Proposition  1  as  one  that  would 
efficiently  distribute  traffic  along 
several  routes  to  the  north  and 
west  sides  of  the  City.  The  mea¬ 
sure  was  placed  on  the  ballot  and 
passed,  finally  resolving  a  public 
and  polarizing  controversy  that 
divided  our  City  through  several 
elections.  Or  so  we  thought. 

Last  winter,  Dufty  requested 
that  the  Transportation  Authority 
study  the  issues  involved  in  mov¬ 
ing  the  Central  Freeway  off-ramp 
back  to  a  touchdown  east  of 
Mission  Street,  possibly  at 
Bryant  Street.  The  TA  produced 
a  Strategic  Analysis  Report 
(SAR)  that  concluded  that  mov¬ 
ing  the  freeway  off-ramp  would 
involve  significant  risks  to  the 
City. 

My  office  was  instrumental  in 
ensuring  that  the  SAR  consider 
and  identify  all  of  the  potential 
risks  involved  in  such  a  move, 
which  1  considered  unwise  and 
untimely.  Among  the  potential 
effects  found  by  TA  staff  were 
significant  traffic  impacts,  delays 
in  project  delivery  of  more  than 
six  years,  and  a  more  than  dou¬ 
bling  of  the  costs  of  the  project. 
In  addition,  the  study  concluded 
that  changing  the  ramp  touch¬ 
down  also  would  jeopardize 
funding  crucial  for  both  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  freeway  project,  as 
well  as  funding  for  the  Octavia 
Boulevard  revitalization.  The  1 1 
members  of  the  TA  (which  has 
the  same  membership  as  the  su¬ 
pervisors)  voted  unanimously  to 
accept  the  findings  of  the  study. 
Given  these  potential  conse¬ 
quences,  I  believed  the  issue 
would  be  dropped. 

Unfortunately,  Dufty  then 
chose  in  January  to  move  for¬ 
ward  with  a  strongly-worded  res¬ 
olution  that  called  on  Gov. 

Arnold  Schwarzenegger  to  freeze 
$90  million  in  funding  for  com¬ 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATH  AND  KITCHEN  RUGS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGES  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 


VALSPAR  PAINTS 
Open  Mon~Sat  9-S,  Sundays  11-5 
www.ltdweuni.CitySearcii.coni 
www.hrardwareunlimitedsf.com 


hardware 

unlimited 


LIIU 


S  931-9133 

3326  SACRAMENTO  STREET  AT  PRESIDIO  . 


pletion  of  the 
Central  Freeway 
off-ramp  until  oth¬ 
er  options  for  a 
touch-down  ramp 
had  been  fully 
studied  by  the  City 
and  CalTrans.  In 
the  current  state 
budget  context, 

losing  earmarked  funding  would 
leave  the  project  with  no  identi¬ 
fied  funding  to  complete  the  off¬ 
ramp,  regardless  of  whether  it 
touched  down  at  Market  Street  or 
some  other  location.  It  also 
would  have  the  potential  to  jeop¬ 
ardize  funding  for  the  entire 
Octavia  Boulevard  revitalization 
project. 

In  addition,  Dufty’s  proposal 
would  directly  contravene  the 
will  of  the  voters  in  passing 
Proposition  I  in  1999. 

Proposition  1  clearly  and  specifi¬ 
cally  called  for  a  touch-down 
ramp  at  Market  Street,  a  fact  that 
was  trumpeted  in  literature  and 
advertising  both  in  support  and 
opposition  to  that  measure. 

At  the  full  board,  I  secured  the 

SAM  &  HENRY’S 


support  of  a  majority  of  my  col¬ 
leagues  to  oppose  this  1 1  th  hour 
effort  to  change  the  course  of  so 
many  years  of  planning.  While 
my  heart  goes  out  to  the  North 
Mission  neighbors  who  wanted 
to  revitalize  their  neighborhood 
by  eliminating  the  touch-down 
ramp  at  Market  Street,  I  believe 
it  is  possible  for  their  desire  to 
study  other  ramp  options  to  be 
fulfilled  while  we  complete  the 
touch-down  ramp  as  long 
planned.  In  about  10  years,  the 
cement  roadbed  of  the  Central 
Freeway  off-ramp  will  need  to  be 
replaced  by  CalTrans.  Over  the 
next  10  years,  CalTrans  and  the 
City  can  study  other  touchdown 
ramp  alternatives  to  Market 
Street  and  analyze  what  effects 
that  would  have  on  both  traffic 
patterns  and  the  various 
neighborhoods  of  the  City.  That 
will  allow  the  City  to  reconsider 
its  choice  at  that  time  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  allows  for  deliberation 
and  maximum  input  from  all 


neighborhoods. 

Upcoming  District  1  Town 
Hall  Meeting 

1  want  to  invite  the  public  to 
our  next  District  1  Town  Hall 
Meeting  to  be  held  on  Thursday, 
April  22,  from  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m., 
at  the  Golden  Gate  Senior 
Center,  47th  Avenue  and  Fulton 
Street.  The  meeting  will  be  an 
open  forum  for  questions  con¬ 
cerning  District  1  issues.  Also, 
mark  your  calendars  for  May  22, 
when  I  will  host  a  District  1 
Town  Hall  Meeting  on  the  city’s 
budget.  (It  may  be  a  joint  meet¬ 
ing  with  District  5  and 
Supervisor  Matt  Gonzalez.)  The 
May  22  meeting  will  be  from  10 
a.m.  to  noon  at  the  Richmond 
Recreation  Center,  451  18th  Ave. 

1  hope  you  will  join  us  at  both 
meetings  and  bring  your  ques¬ 
tions  and  concerns. 

Supen’isor  Jake  McGoldrick 
represents  District  I. 


The  Community  Leamii^  Center  at  St.  James 
Special  Events  and  Classes 


FREE  Puppet  Show! 


Wednesday,  April  28  at  3:  p.m. 


The  Puppet  Company  will  present  "Just  So"  a  Caribbean  Folktale 

Spring  Concert  •  Monday,  April  26  at  7  p.m. 

Ed  Wilcox,  Violinist  &  Motoko  Morita,  Pianist 
Beethoven  -  "Spring"  Sonata,  Mozart  -  Sonata  in  E  minor  "Elegaic" 
Block  -  Nigun,  Sarasate  -  Four  Spanish  Dances 

Tot  Time!  Playtime  and  Music  for  0-2  year  olds 
Music  led  by  Becky  Des  Roches,  PhD  in  Developmental  Psychology. 
Thursdays  10:15  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m.,  $8  per  class,  (no  class  April  8) 

To  sign  up  for  a  class,  call  (415)  706-3748. 

CLC  at  St.  James  Church  •  4620  California  St.  ®  8th  Ave. 


/  I 

COFFEE 


Juiced 
Sandwiches^ 
Goodies^ 

4342  California  St. 
(Btwn.  5th  &  6th  Ave.) 

415.750.1955 


BLOW  UP 
YOUR  PHOTOS 

POSTERS  •  CANVAS  TRANSFER  •  SIGNS 
LAMINATION  •  MOUNTING  &  FRAMING 


20%  OFF 
COUPON 

Exp.  5-1^34  •  Free  Estimates) 
3216  Geary  Blvd.  751-3666 


*  BANK^wit  Orient  •_  ^ 

Service  Strengthened  by  Over  30  "fears  of  Financial  Expertise 


Earn  Higher  Returns 

yourTime  Deposits! 


O  APY’ 

1 8-Month 


Take  advantage  of  the  special  rate, 

act  now  and  enjoy  higher  interest 
on  your  money! 


‘Umlkd  Imt  oTEr  ter  perioral  acccunlt  only  and  sUilecllo 
orange  iM Ihcul nolce .  Hlnlnun  balanoe  JISPOD.  rilereil 
compoinded  daij .  Fee  r  could  red uce  eariXrs  ion  Ihe 
accounl.  Pena  (y  ter  eerlywIliidreBial.  AP  YU  Annual 
Percentage  Yield.  Pale  accurate  aroYM arch  t  .ZDOi. 
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As  the  Injsjest  bus 
corridor  in  the  city, 
Geary  Street  is 
scheduled  for  a  makeover 
that  could  dramatically  in¬ 
crease  bus  reliability  and 
speed  through  several  in¬ 
expensive  fixes.  Under  the 
program,  known  as  Transit 
Preferential  Streets  (TPS), 
a  set  of  guidelines  formally 
adopted  into  the  City’s  General 
Plan  in  1995,  transit  is  given  a 
"preference”  oyer  cars.  In  a  city 
that  has  the  second-highest  resi¬ 
dential  density  in  the  country, 
with  most  residents  a  five- 
minute  walk  from  a  transit  line, 
TPS  is  a  crucial  means  for  mak¬ 
ing  transit  a  faster,  cheaper  and 
more  reliable  alternative  to  cars. 

This  year.  Muni  is  planning 
many  changes  to  Geary’s  transit, 
intended  to  increase  the  average 
bus  speed  and  improve  reliabili¬ 
ty  for  the  entire  route,  including 
helping  buses  avoid  bunching  to¬ 
gether  at  stops.  Together,  these 


improvements  could  reduce  trav¬ 
el  time  downtown  by  10  to  16 
percent,  while  only  costing 
$500,000  -  an  extremely  low  fig¬ 
ure,  about  the  cost  of  a  single 
bus. 

This  low-cost  approach  to  im¬ 
proving  transit  reliability  by  im¬ 
plementing  inexpensive  but  ef¬ 
fective  fixes  to  the  most  serious 
bottlenecks,  is  an  innovative  way 
to  address  the  biggest  reason 
people  choose  transit  over  cars: 
reliability. 

‘‘Improving  transit  operation 
along  the  Geary  corridor  has 
been  always  a  high  priority  for 
us  because  it  is  such  a  heavily- 


used  route,”  said  Javad 
Mirabdal,  a  transportation 
planner  at  the  SF 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  (DPT).  “The  pro¬ 
posed  changes  along  Inner 
Geary  and  O'Farrell  streets 
are  simple  and  inexpensive 
measures.” 

On  an  average  weekday, 
the  Geary  corridor  (which  in¬ 
cludes  O’Farrell  eastbound)  car¬ 
ries  more  than  50,0(X)  transit  rid¬ 
ers.  But  even  with  buses  stop¬ 
ping  every  two  and  a  half  min¬ 
utes  during  peak  periods,  it  is 
still  highly  congested.  The  aver¬ 
age  speed  of  local  buses  down¬ 
town  is  5.8  miles  per  hour,  slow¬ 
er  during  peak  hours.  Riders 
complain  about  the  ride  being 
bumpy  and  crowded. 

After  studying  traffic  patterns 
along  Geary,  officials  at  Muni 
and  DPT  discovered  that  the 
most  congested  length,  from  Van 
Ness  Avenue  to  Market  Street, 
known  as  "Inner  Geary.”  could 
be  optimized  for  transit  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  improvements  that  could 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  2004 
and  speed  up  the  entire  route. 

Some  of  these  improvements 
are  being  implemented  now. 
Along  Outer  Cjeary  Boulevard, 
from  33rd  Avenue  to  Baker 
Street,  an  infrared-based  transit 
priority  signal  system  is  being 
installed  that  senses  buses  ap¬ 
proaching  intersections  and  ei¬ 
ther  holds  the  green  light  for 
them  to  pass  through  or  begins 
the  countdown  before  they  ar¬ 
rive. 

Muni  rider  surveys  show  that 
reliability  is  the  most  important 
factor  of  service  quality. 
Reliability  is  severely  affected 
by  many  small  delays  -  such  as 
squeezing  between  delivery 
trucks  or  jockeying  for  a  space 
on  the  curb  to  take  on  passen¬ 
gers. 

"Those  delays  impact  speed 
but,  more  importantly,  foul  the 
reliability  of  the  buses,  an  even 
bigger  problem  on  Inner  Geary 
because  it  acts  to  take  buses  off 
schedule  over  the  entire  route,” 
said  Jay  Primus,  a  special  pro- 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Controi  •  Weight  Controi 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


BE  PART  OF  A  VITAL 
LUTHERAN  COMMUNITY 

Traditional  Lutheran  liturgy  and  hymns  -  Sunday  8:00  a.m. 
Contemporary  style  worship  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m. 

Sunday  school,  youth  programs,  adult  fellowship,  Sunday  nursery 


ZION  Part  of  Zion  Ministries  •  LCMS 

LUTHERAN  495  9th  Avenue  at  Anza 
CHURCH  Call  415-221-7500  or  visit  zionsf.org 


Geary  transit 
improvements 

Jeff  Swenerton 


c,<t 


Yoshi-Ya 

Japanese  Restaurant 


7001  Geary  Blvd.,  at  34th  Ave,,  San  Francisco  •  Mon.  -  Sun.  5  p.m.  -  10  p.m. 
FREE  PARKING  •  Tel:  415-668-8699  •  Fax:  415-668-9128 


Maguro  $1 .99  (2  pcs) 

Combination  Bento  Box 

(served  w/  rnlsa  soup,  salad  and  rice) 

A)  Tentpara  B)  Beet  Teriyaki  C)  Salmon  Terlyaki 

$9.99  $9.99  $13.99 

-Chicken  Teriyaki  -Tonkatsu  -Chicken  Tempura 

-Cain.  Roll  -Calif.  Roll  -Sashimi 


Albacore  $1.99  (2  pcs) 

$1.99  Sushi! 

Dozens 
of  Choices 


DINNER  ENTREES 

(Served  with  Miso  Soup,  Salad  and  Steamed  Rice) 


Stir-Fried  Seafood  (Seafood  stir-fried  w/spicy  honey  teriyaki)....  . $10.99 

Grilled  Tuna  Steak . 9.99 

Beef  Teriyaki . 9.99 

Squid  Teriyaki . 8.50 

Chicken  KatSU  (cutlets  served  with  tonkatsu  sauce) . 6.99 

Barbecued  Chicken . 6.99 

ShOyU  Beef  (Pantned  pepper  soy  sauce  steak) . 9.99 

Salmon  Teriyaki  or  Shio-Yaki . 9.99 

Veyetable  Tempura  (Comb.  of  battered  deep  fried  vegetables) . 6.99 

fVtahi  Mahi  (Grilled  mahl  mahi  with  hot  mustard  teriyaki) . 9.99 

Chicken  Kara~AQe  (Japanese  style  fried  chicken) .  6.99 

Tonkatsu  (pork  cutlets  served  with  tonkatsu  sauce) . 7.99 

Tempura  Dinner  (Deep  fried  4  large  prawns  &  battered  vegetables)  . 8.99 

Saba  Teriyaki  or  Shio-Yaki . 7.99 


EARLYBIRD 
SPECIAL: 
Free  Wakame 
Salad  or 
California  Roll 

(5-6  p.m.  only) 


10%  Off 

$10  Minimum 
Purchase  Required 

Expires  5/1 5/04 


Richmond  officer  honored 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Richmond  District  police  officer  Michael  Regatta  was 
honored  with  an  award  from  the  Lions  Club.  With 
Regatta  is  his  wife,  Joanne,  his  son,  Angelo,  and  Police 
Chief  Heather  Fong. 


Richmond  District  police  offi¬ 
cer  Michael  Regatta  was  hon¬ 
ored  for  his  long-time  dedication 
to  the  community  at  a  grand  fete 
March  20,  sponsored  by  the  SF 
Council  of  Lions. 

Regatta,  who  was  chosen  as 


the  Park  Presidio  Lion’s  Officer 
of  the  Year,  received  a  plaque 
and  kudos  from  numerous  com¬ 
munity  leaders,  including  Police 
Chief  Heather  Fong.  Many  of 
Regatta’s  family  members  also 
attended  the  event. 


Jects  assistant  at  Muni. 

Along  Inner  Geary,  where 
major  bottlenecks  occur,  the 
changes  will  focus  on  keeping 
buses  on  schedule —  widening 
and  restriping  the  transit-only 
lanes,  reducing  “dwell  time”  by 
eliminating  five  stops  along 
Geary  and  O’Farrell  (currently 
the  buses  stop  nearly  every 
block),  and  introducing  right- 
turn  pockets  that  allow  turning 
cars  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  bus¬ 
es  in  the  transit-only  lane. 

Another  part  of  the  plan  is  to 
combat  dotible  parking  in  two 
ways:  by  facilitating  deliveries 
to  downtown  businesses  with 
longer  and  better-located  yellow 
zones  and  increasing  enforce¬ 
ment  of  parking  violations  by 
creating  a  Geary  transit-corridor 
“beat.” 

Bus  bulbs  are  being  proposed 
for  the  busiest  intersections,  such 
as  Geary  at  Van  Ness  Avenue, 
Geary  at  Kearny  Street  and 
O’Farrell  and  Powell  Street. 
First  experimented  with  by  Muni 
in  the  early  1970s,  bulbs  that  jut 
out  to  take  on  passengers  have 
become  a  standard  component  of 
“traffic  calming,”  where  trans¬ 


portation  planners  can  manipu¬ 
late  the  flow  of  traffic  by  narrow¬ 
ing  lanes,  widening  sidewalks, 
planting  landscaped  medians  and 
installing  bulbs  -  all  of  which 
cause  drivers  to  slow  down. 
Bulbs  also  help  passengers  by 
not  forcing  the  buses  to  move  to 
the  curb.  The  planned  bulbs  also 
widen  the  sidewalks,  allowing 
for  more  pedestrian  space 
around  the  stops. 

If  these  improvements  are  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors  before  summer,  they 
are  scheduled  to  be  implemented 
by  the  end  of  the  year  and  will 
pave  the  way  for  more  signifi¬ 
cant  upgrades  by  2009  -  a  cru¬ 
cial  step  toward  making  Geary  a 
tme  transit  corridor., 

Jeff  Swenerton  is  the  commu¬ 
nications  manager  of  the  San 
Francisco  Planning  and  Urban 
Research  Association,  a  mem¬ 
bership-based  nonprofit  organi¬ 
zation  committed  to  improving 
San  Francisco's  housing,  tran¬ 
sit,  urban  design,  regional  plan¬ 
ning  and  environmental  sustain¬ 
ability  through  research,  educa¬ 
tion  and  advocacy. 


cardio 


acfuatty  waigh  what 
your  driver’s  license  say 


fresh  moves,  new  music,  pure  motivation 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 


1ST  CLASS 

FREE‘S 

Pay  only  $42  a  month 
with  our  electronic 
payment  plan. 

*Ne\y  students  only 


Please  Call  253-4405  or 

1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 
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Put  a  little  "PEP"  in 
your  business 


San'Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department  Sponsored 

Clubs  for  Seniors 


Ann  Kelly 


The  San  Francisco 
Department  of  the 
Environment’s  first-of-its- 
kind  partnership  with  PG&E  will 
help  businesses  reduce  their  elec¬ 
tricity  bills.  The  San  Francisco 
Peak  Energy  Program  -  or  SF- 
PEP  -  was  set  up  in  support  of 
the  City’s  efforts  to  improve 
electric  reliabihty  and  close 
down  the  Hunters  Point  Power 
Plant.  One  cost-effective  and  en- 
vironmentally-sound  way  this 
can  be  accomplished  is  by  cut¬ 
ting  energy  use  during  peak 
hours. 

Unlike  much  of  the  rest  of  the 
state,  San  Francisco  experiences 
a  peak  demand  for  electricity 
during  winter  evenings  as  well  as 
the  occasional  hot  summer  after¬ 
noon. 

If  you  take  a  look  at  the  big 
energy  users  in  San  Francisco, 
skyscrapers  and  large  department 
stores  surely  come  to  mind.  But 
there  are  many  other  smaller 
businesses  with  high  electric 
bills,  like  restaurants,  grocery 
stores  and  markets.  These  cus¬ 
tomers  often  don't  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  rebate  programs  because 
they  don’t  have  energy  experts 
on  staff  that  can  determine  their 
needs.  That’s  where  SFPEP 
comes  in.  SF  Environment  and 
PG&E  have  designed  the  pro¬ 
gram  especially  for  these  San 
Francisco  businesses  and  their 
unique  needs. 

With  SFPEP,  we  have  devel¬ 
oped  a  set  of  cash  rebates  that 


complement  all  other  statewide 
rebates  currently  offered  by 
PG&E  and  bring  the  San 
Francisco  business  owner  a  great 
opportunity  to  “cash-in”  on  effi¬ 
ciency  improvements.  Here’s 
how  it  works: 

When  we  get  a  call  from  an 
interested  business  owner,  we  are 
ready  to  help  that  owner  make 
energy  efficiency  a  reality  in 
their  place  of  business. 

The  first  step  is  to  take  a  few 
moments  with  one  of  our  staff 
and  discuss  the  facility  -  whether 
they  own  or  rent,  what  kind  of 
business  they  run  or  what  their 
hours  are  -  and  possible  areas 
where  electricity  is  most  heavily 
used.  We  will  then  schedule  one 
of  our  engineers  to  come  out  and 
take  a  thorough  look  at  their 
“electricity  loads”  -  the  equip¬ 
ment  that  is  drawing  electricity, 
like  lighting  and  refrigeration, 
heating,  ventilation  and  air-con¬ 
ditioning  systems  and  food  ser¬ 
vice  equipment. 

After  these  have  been  identi¬ 
fied,  a  report  is  created  and  given 
to  the  business  owner  so  they  can 
see  what  they  can  do  to  become 
more  energy  efficient,  how  much 
money  in  PG&E-SFPEP  rebates 
they  will  receive  if  they  elect  to 
do  the  work  and  how  much  they 
will  expect  to  save  on  their  elec¬ 
tricity  bills.  SFPEP  can  also  help 
fill  out  paperwork  and  identify 
contractors  that  the  business 
owner  can  contact.  This  is  all  at 
no  cost  to  the  customer. 


For  general  information  about  clubs 
for  seniors,  call  666-7079 


Westside  Facilities 

Argonne  Playground 
455 18th  Ave.;  666-7008 
Assisted  Services 
501  Stanyan  St.;  554-8920 
Citywide  Adult  Programs 
6101  Fuiton  St.;  666-7079 
Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center 
6101  Fuiton  St.;  666-7015 
Project  /nsrg/)f  (visuaily  impaired) 
501  Stanyan  St.;  554-8920 
Richmond  Recreation  Center 
251 18th  Ave.;  666-7020 
Rossi  Pool 

Argueilo/Stanyan;  666-7014 
Sava  Pool 

'19th  Avenue/Wawona;  753-7000 
South  Sunset  Playground 
Vicente/40th  Avenue;  753-7037 
Sunset  Recreation  Center 
2225  Lawton  St.;  753-7098 
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SF  Environment  recently 
completed  a  program  called 
Power  Savers  that  conducted  en¬ 
ergy  efficiency  retrofits  at  4,000 
San  Francisco  small  businesses. 
The  program  saved  more  than  six 
megawatts  of  electricity 
enough  to  power  12,000  house¬ 
holds.  The  goal  for  SFPEP  is  to 
save  another  16  megawatts. 

If  you  are  interested  in  con¬ 
tacting  The  City’s  Environment 


Department,  call  the  SFPEP  hot¬ 
line  at  (415)  355-3769  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.sfenviron- 
ment.com  and  follow  the  links  to 
the  Peak  Energy  Program.  You 
can  also  visit  PG&E  online  at 
pge.com/sfpep. 

The  public-serviceprogram  is 
funded  by  California  utility  cus¬ 
tomers  and  administered  by 
PG&E  under  the  auspices  of  the 
California  Public  Utilities 


Commission. 

Ann  Kelly  is  a  senior  energy 
specialist  at  SF  Environment, 
where  she  manages  the  SFPEP 
program.  Learn  more  about  how 
SF  Environment  is  protecting 
and  presenting  the  City's  envi¬ 
ronment  at 

www.sfenvironment.com,  visit 
the  EcoCenter  at  11  Grove  St.  or 
call  (415)  355-3700. 


WELLS 

HOME 

FARGO 

MORTGAGE 

APR  as  low  as  3.24%^ 


Wells  Fargo  SmartPay  Home  Financing^'^  product  line 

Purchase  or  refinance  line  amounts  from  $200,000  -  $3,000,000 


*Wells  Fargo  SmartPay  Home  Financing  and  Wells  Fargo  SmartPay  Home  Financing  Plus  are  available  through  our  affiliate  Wells  Fargo  Equity  Direct,  a  division  of  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N.A.The  Wells  Fargo 
SmartPay  Home  Financing  product  is  available  on  properties  located  in  the  state  of  Texas  subject  to  a  maximum  50%  FMV  or  80%  CLTV, whichever  Is  less.The  Wells  Fargo  SmartPay  Home  Financing 
Plus  product  is  not  availaole  on  properties  located  In  the  state  of  Texas.  Line  amounts  for  the  SmartPay  Home  Financing  product  range  from  $200,000  to  $500,000.  and  from  $500,001  to  $3,000,000 

‘  "■  ■  .  -  including  an  evaluation  of  borrower  credit  rating,property  type  and  combined  Loan- 

Percentage  Rate  (APR)  varies  monthly  during  the  ten-year  term,  and  margins  vary  by 
of  January  1,2004  was  4.00%;  margins  for  the  SmorfPov  Home  F/norrcmg  product  cur¬ 
rently  range  from  -0.25%  to  -0.50%,  resulting  in  APRs  ranging  from  3.50%  to  3.75%,  subject  to  a  floor  rate  of  3.24%.  Current  margins  for  the  SmartPay  Home  Financing  Plus  product  range  from  -0.50% 
to  -0.76%,  resulting  in  APRs  ranging  from  3.24%  to  3.50%,  subject  to  a  floor  rate  of  324%.The  APR  shall  not  exceed  1 2%.  Interest  only  payments  due  monthly  during  the  term.  Opening  fees  and  costs 
for  the  SmartPay  Home  Financing  product  line  range  between  $750  and  $1 3,000  and  vary  depending  on  the  state  in  which  the  property  is  located  as  well  as  the  amount  of  the  credit 
extended. These  fees  may  be  paiclto  Wells  Fargo,  its  affiliates  or  third  parties  as  necessary  to  obtain  secured  credit.  No  annual  fee.  During  the  term  your  account  balance  will  not  fully- 
amortize  and  a  balloon  payment  will  be  due  at  maturity;  homestead  properties  In  the  state  of  Texas  will  have  repayment  terms  rather  than  a  balloon  payment,  in  accordance  with  Texas 
law.  Property  insurance  and  flood  insurance  (if  applicable)  is  required.  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage,  Inc.  originates  mortgage  loans  in  New  Hampshire  under  License  No.  5757  MB  for  first 
mortgages  and  is  a  New  Jersey  Department  of  Banking  Licensed  Mortgage  Banker.®  2004  W^ls  Fargo  Home  Mortgage,  lnc.AII  Rights  Reserved  #13144 


•  Interest-only  options 

•  Cash  out  refinance 

•  Maximize  tax  benefits 

•  No  prepayment  penalty 

•  No  negative  amortization 

•  Access  home  equity 


William  C.SIy 

Home  Mortgage  Consultant 

(41 5)  242-4703  •  Cell:  (925)  984-7276 

723  Taraval  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 6 
william.c.sly@wellsfargo.com 
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100-year-old  plant  thrives  at  Conservatory  of  Flowers 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

Displaying  the  plants  of  the 
tropical  rainforest  and  the  oldest 
vine  on  display  in  the  City,  the 
recently  restored  Conservatory  of 
Flowers  will  be  celebrating  its 
1 25th  Anniversary  this  April. 

On  display  are  some  plants 
which  existed  in  the  time  of  the 
dinosaurs,  as  well  as  what  is 
probably  the  largest  vine  in  the 
City  -  an  Imperial  Philodendron 
that  has  been  growing  at  the 
Conservatory  for  more  than  100 
years. 

The  philodendron  required 
construction  workers  to  build 
around  it  when  the  conservatory 
was  restored.  The  plant,  located 
in  the  central  room  of  the 
Conservatory,  demanded  special 
care  and  engenders  special  atten¬ 
tion.  While  it  was  housed  in  a 


temporary  home,  the  temperature 
was  monitored  constantly  to  as¬ 
sure  its  survival. 

The  vine  is  a  Liana,  or  more 
specifically,  a  Philodendron 
Speciosum.  Originally  from 
southern  Brazil,  it  has  become  as 
tall  as  a  tree  in  its  old  age.  The 
Liana  wraps  itself  around  trees 
and  support  structures,  growing 
towards  the  light.  The  Liana 
grew  so  big  that  renovators  at  the 
Conservatory  of  Flowers  had  to 
build  around  it  and  some  of  its 
roots  needed  to  be  removed  in 
order  to  renovate  the  central 
room.  It  is  presently  30  to  35  feet 
long  and  supported  by  aerial 
roots. 

“It  would  have  been  a  tremen¬ 
dous  expense  to  remove,”  said 
Jim  Henrich,  curator  at  the 
Conservatory.  “There  was  no 
way  to  move  it  through  the  door¬ 


way,  like  other  plants” 

Henrich  said  the  Liana  is  big 
enough  to  pull  down  multiple 
trees. 

“The  bulk  of  the  vine  is  in  the 
canopy.  They  are  not  u.sually  this 
big.” 

The  name  philodendron 
comes  from  the  Greek  word 
philodendros,  meaning  “fond  of 
trees.”  A  cutting  of  the  rare  plant 
went  to  a  botanical  garden  in 
Miami. 

The  Imperial  Philodendron  at 
the  Conservatory  is  currently 
flowering. 

“Typically  they  substantially 
flower  from  mid-winter  to  mid¬ 
summer,”  Henrich  said. 

Dr.  Thomas  B.  Croat,  P.A. 
Schulze  Curator  of  Botany  at  the 
Missouri  Botanical  Gardens,  who 
recently  wrote  a  scientific  paper 
on  philodendrons,  has  never 
heard  of  the  Imperial 
Philodendron.  He  said  there  are 
perhaps  800  species  in  the  genus 
philodendron,  which  can  be 
found  from  Mexico  to  Argentina. 
Central  America  has  about  96 
species,  the  bulk  of  which  are  in 
South  America.  Croat  also  said 
some  of  the  tough  and  resistant 
philodenrons  are  popular  house- 
plants. 

Other  noteworthy  attractions 
at  the  Conservatory  include  the 
Pygmy  Date  Palm,  which  is  also 
about  100  years  old. 

There  are  also  two  Cycads, 
primitive  cone  bearing  plants  that 
are  ancestors  of  spruce  and 
cypress.  The  Cycads  have  also 
been  at  the  Conservatory  for 
more  than  100  years. 

“They  were  around  at  the  time 
of  the  dinosaurs,”  said  Henrich. 

Also  on  display  are  a  number 
of  plants  commonly  used  as  food 
sources,  including  chocolate,  cof¬ 
fee,  vanilla,  coconut,  cinnamon, 
cashew  and  nut  plants. 

The  Conservatory’s  exhibit 
also  reminds  visitors  of  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  over-population,  the 
result  of  which  is  often  the  ex- 


We  Carry  Fila,  Addidas,  Puma, 
Nike  St  Ducati  Lines 


MAX 


Sports  apparel  for  women  and  men 
5947  Geary  Bivd.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415-750-3961’,"?^^''  -  > 


Angelina's  Deli 
Cafe  and  Catering 

Open  7  Days,  6:30  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
221-7801 

6000  California  St./22nd  Ave. 


"Your  Source  for  Imported  Cheese  in  the 
Richmond  District " 

Heavenly  Food  -  Down  to  Earth  Prices 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 


Welcomes  and  invites  you  to  join  us  for 
contemplative  worship  and  provocative  discourse 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation  and 
a  Sunday  program  for  small  children 

Tuesday  Night  Bring-and-Share  Meal  and  Book  Study: 
1^^  and  3*''^  Tuesdays  at  7  p.m. 

Holy  Week  Services: 

April  4^^  -  Palm  Sunday  with  blessing  of  palms  and  reading  of  Passion 
April  8^^  -  Maundy  Thursday  Holy  Communion  Bring-and-Share  meal  at  7  pm 
April  -  EASTER  with  Festival  Choral  Holy  Communion  at  10  am  service 

Located  at  420  29™  Avenue  (near  Clement) 

Entrance  through  garden  on  north  side  ~~  parking  available  during  services  across 
the  street  in  Presidio  Middle  School  Playground 

For  more  information  on  services  and  programs  call 
Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (415)  751-4942  or  check  our  website  at 

www.stpeters-sf.org 

St.  Peter's  is  an  affiliate  of  the  Center  for 
Progressive  Christianity 
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The  100-year-old  philodendron  is  a 
popular  attraction  at  the  Conservatory 
of  Flowers  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


tinction  of  rare 
plants.  Between 
the  year  1850  and 
2000  the  Earth’s 
human  population 
grew  from  1.1  bil¬ 
lion  to  6.2  billion 
people.  The  vast 
majority  of  the 
plants  at  the 
Conservatory  are 
from  the  endan¬ 
gered  lowland  and 
highland  tropical 
forests. 

“They  are  dis¬ 
tinctive  from  what 
you  would  see  out¬ 
side,”  Henrich 
said.  “It’s  like 
stepping  into  a 
tropical  forest.” 

The 

Conservatory  cur¬ 
rently  has  an  emp¬ 
ty  room,  which 
will  be  used  to  dis¬ 
play  fish  in  its 
aquatic  gallery. 

The 

Conservatory’s 
fish  went  on  loan 
to  the  Steinhart 
Aquarium  after  the 
Conservatory  was 
closed  in  1995  due  to  windstorm 
damage. 

The  Conservatory  of  Flowers 
is  open  to  the  public  Tuesday 
through  Sunday,  from  9  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  Plans  for  the  125th  anniver¬ 
sary  can  be  found  on  the  conser¬ 


vatory’s  website  at  www.conser- 
vatoryofflowers.org.  Admission 
is  free  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the 
month.  For  members  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  interested  in  donating  time  or 
money,  call  Michele  Canning  at 
750-5226. 


Yee  gets  Assembly  post, 
names  woman  of  the  year 


Assemblyman  Leland  Yee 
was  chosen  by  incoming  Speaker 
Fabian  Nunez  as  the  new  speaker 
pro  tempore  at  the  California 
Assembly. 

Yee,  who  officially  assumed 
the  position  Feb.  10,  is  the  first 
Asian  American  to  hold  the  of¬ 
fice. 

Yee’s  new  duties  include  pre¬ 
siding  over  Assembly  floor  ses¬ 
sions,  managing  the  daily  legisla¬ 
tive  file,  managing  debate  on  the 
floor,  responding  to  requests  for 
information  and  ruling  on  all  par¬ 
liamentary  motions. 

Also,  during  a  special  ceremo¬ 
ny  of  the  state  Assembly,  Yee  an¬ 
nounced  Marie  Brizuela,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Jefferson  Elementary 


School  board,  as  the  12th 
Assembly  District’s  Woman  of 
the  Year. 

Brizuela,  who  has  lived  in  the 
Bay  Area  all  her  life,  brought  the 
local  fire  department  and  the 
South  San  Francisco  Unified 
School  District  together  for  the 
“Learn  Not  to  Burn”  program, 
which  resulted  in  a  six  year-old 
student  saving  her  family  during 
a  fire. 

Most  recently,  she  has  en¬ 
joyed  working  as  a  “house  cap¬ 
tain”  with  Rebuilding  Together, 
which  brings  community  volun¬ 
teers  together  to  revitalize  and 
improve  low-income  houses  and 
neighborhoods. 


A  RENTER’S  WORST 
NlGlfltMARE: 


Discovering  your  landlord’s  insurance 
doesn’t  cover  your  stuff. 

That's  why  you  ^uid  give  me  a  caii  about  renters  insurance. 

I'm  fight  to  the  neighborhood,  offering  the  same  kind  of  affordable 
proteaion  millions,  of  homeowners  trust  to  cover  Iheir  "stuff." 


See  Agent  Ernie  Louie,  CLU 

Ua  #0700879 

2209  Clement  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA 
(415)752-6119 

Like  a  good  neighbor.  State  Farm  is  there. 


RENTERS 

INSURANCE 

statefarm.com” 
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Burke  School  in  the  business  of 
educating  girls  -  for  95  years 


by  Simone  Haas 

Green  trees,  open  fields  and 
miles  of  forget-me-nots  seems 
the  ultimate  environment  for 
screaming  girls  in  middies  and 
skirts.  This  is  Katherine  Delmar 
Burke  School,  a  place  that  aims 
to  empower,  encourage  and  edu¬ 
cate  young  impressionable 
minds. 

“We  excel  in  serious  academ¬ 
ic  programs  and  watching  a  de¬ 
lighted  childhood,”  says  Jessie- 
Lee  Abbott,  head  of  the  school. 

She  means  that  it’s  OK  for 
girls  to  have  fun. 

“There’s  nothing  better  than 
watching  the.  exuberance  of  a  five 
year  old  and  their  ability  to  ex¬ 
plore,”  Abbott  said. 

She  believes  it  is  vital  to  en¬ 
courage  a  child’s  curiosity  as  a 
way  to  achieve  high  academic 
levels  while  still  allowing  them 
to  be  children. 

Abbott  believes  the  ability  to 
find  a  unique  balance  between 
critical  skills  and  strong  funda¬ 
mentals  is  what  makes  Burke 
unique. 

“We  excel  in  getting  girls  to 


There  will  be  an  Arbor  Day 
celebration  at  the  Presidio  on 
Saturday,  April  24.  Tree  climbing 
demonstrations,  bird  watching 
and  picnicking  will  highlight  the 
free  family  event  as  experts  dis¬ 
cuss  wildlife  habitats  and  how 
maintenance  and  reforestation  of 


The  29th  Annual  California 
Preservation  Conference, 
“Building  Bridges,”  will  be  held 
from  Wednesday,  April  28  to 
Saturday,  May  1,  at  the  Presidio. 
Special  events  include  an  open¬ 
ing  reception  at  the  Presidio 
Officers’  Club’s  Moraga 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Burke  School  student 
Jewel  Devorawood  rides  a 
unicycle. 

learn  despite  their  own  chal¬ 
lenges  and  getting  them  to  use 
these  challenges  to  solve  real- 
world  problems,”  Abbott  said. 
“We  want  the  girls  to  use  skills 
they  acquire  in  the  classrooms  to 
solve  dilemmas  that  face  them 


the  Presidio  forests  are  taking 
shape. 

The  celebration  will  be  held 
from  1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  a  sunny 
grove  near  Presidio  Boulevard 
and  West  Pacific  Avenue.  For 
more  information,  visit  www.pre- 
sidio.gov. 


Ballroom,  a  gala  dinner  dance  at 
the  San  Francisco  Maritime 
Museum,  workshops  and  educa¬ 
tional  sessions  on  local  preserva¬ 
tion  and  a  variety  of  walking 
tours.  For  registration  informa¬ 
tion,  a  schedule  and  specific  pro¬ 
gram  fees,  call  495-0349. 


every  day.” 

She  told  of  one  girl’s  inven¬ 
tion  of  an  umbrella  with  a  plastic 
sheet  attached  to  protect  the  en¬ 
tire  body  from  rain. 

“It’s  these  sorts  of  problem¬ 
solving  skills  that  allow  girls  to 
feel  the  power  of  learning,” 
Abbott  said. 

Abbott  also  believes  in  the 
power  of  the  individual. 

“We  see  individual  differences 
as  an  advantage,”  says  Abbott. 
“Through  these  individuals  we 
are  able  to  raise  the  caliber  of 
learning.” 

There  are  many  projects  the 
girls  participate  in,  including 
classes  in  nutrition  and  quilting. 
According  to  Abbott,  the  skills 
acquired  in  these  courses  help 
them  realize  they  can  help  with 
big  problems,  like  homelessness. 
The  skills  learned  in  quilting  and 
cooking  will  benefit  the  students 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  she 
said. 

Abbott  admits  the  Burke 
School  is  very  competitive  to  get 
into. 

“We  have  such  a  limited 
amount  of  seats  in  our  school  and 
so  many  applicants,”  Abbott 
said.  “We  try  to  admit  girls  who 
will  benefit  from  our  education.” 

The  school  offers  a  diverse 
curriculum,  including  Mandarin, 
and  provides  the  most-modern 
computers. 

“We  have  centered  more  at¬ 
tention  on  personal  growth  since 
this  school  first  opened,”  says 
Abbott.  “It’s  important  that  we 
encourage  girls  to  think  for  them¬ 
selves,  empowering  them  to  do 
great  things,” 

The  Katherine  Delmar  Burke 
School,  located  at  7070 
California  St.,  is  celebrating  its 
95th  anniversary.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (415)  751-0177  or 
go  to  the  school’s  website  at 
www.kdbs.org. 


Arbor  Day  at  Presidio 


Preservation  conference 


Europa  Express 

Vast  variety  of  sausage,  salami,  cheese,  canned  food,  cookies,  etc. 


German  bolonga . $2.59  per  lb. 

Polish  kielbasy. . $2.49  per  lb. 

Chicken  bolonga . $2.99  per  lb. 

Canadian  smoken  bacon . $5.29  per  lb. 

Krakowskaya  sausage . $4.49  per  lb. 

Edam  cheese . $3.99  per  lb. 

Swiss  cheese . $3.99  per  lb. 

Hovarti  cheese . $3.99  per  lb. 

Smoked  Gauda . $3.29  per  lb. 

Black  caviar:  113  gram  glass  jar. . $39 

56  gram  glass . $23 


Beer,  wine,  vodka  from  Eastern  Europe 


Many  of  our  staff  hails  from  Russia,  the  Ukraine,  Poland,  Romania, 
Bulgaria,  Germany  and  other  European  countries. 


750  La  Playa,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 


Open  Mon.  -  Fri.  10  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 
Sat.  -  Sun.  10  a.m.  -  8  p.m. 


(415)  751-1551 


Happy  Chef 

Authentic  Philly  Cheese-Steaks  -  Cook  from  Little  Henry’s  &  Americana  Grill 

Come  now  and  get  1 0%  off! 

npirts4(38/M 

3815  Geary  Blvd.  (btwn.  2nd/3rd  Aves.)  •  (415)  668-8186 


VANCE 

ECONOMIC  SERVICES 


Quality  Work:  Taxes  •  Payroll  •  Bookkeeping 
•  Fast  Refunds  •  e-file  •  Walk-ins  Welcome 


Rudyard  Vance 
EA,  MBA 

25  years  in  business 


5844  Geary  Blvd. 
415.387.7417 
RUDYARD@VANCEES.COM 
WWW.VANCEES.COM 


NEED  AN  APT? 


We  manage  over  500 
apartments  from  the 
Marina  to  the  Mission. 

Call  752-3605,  ext.  20  today! 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
‘‘Full  Service  At  Your  Service” 

4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 


eesr  smouJicnes  in  me  Richmond." 


Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sondujlches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Boked  Fresh  Doily. 


SniRDS  ■  DCSSCRTS  •  U1INC  ■  SeCR  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


$10FF 

m  any  aandu 

Not  to  be  combined  With  any  Other  oft 


DAILY 
SANDWICH 
sandwich  SPECIALS 

Not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  ofter.  1  coupon  per  p^son.  Expires  4/3(M)4 


1 

I 

I 

Ji 


734  La  Playa  ■  221  -2031 


OPEN  7  DAYS  ■  Monday  -  Saturday  830  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  430  p.m. 
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SPECWLKED  CARE  FOR  YOUR  SPECIAL  PET 

Services  Provided: 

•  Administer  fluids  •  Give  shots  •  Deliver  food 

•  Drive  your  pet  to  appointments 

•  Offer  peace  of  mind  to  any  worried  pet  owner 

Simone  Haas  has  been  a  Registered  Veterinary  Technician  for  six 
years  and  has  worked  in  many  of  the  Bay  Area’s  top  hospitals. 

Contact:  Simone  Haas  •  415-504-7116 

simonehaas94122@vahoo.com 


QUALITY  SUPPUES 
&  GIFTS 
FOR  PETS 
&  PEOPLE 


5950  California  Street 
Cat  22nd  Ave.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 

415.386.1720 


Service 

/  listen. 

Listen,  understand  and  dreams 
can  come  true.  I  believe  that 
expression  and  live  by  it.  I  pay 
close  attention  to  what  you  tell 
me,  then  follow  through  with 
the  services  you  expect. 

Whether  you  are  buying  or 
selling  a  home,  I  am  prepared 
to  hear  you  out,  to  let  you 
share  all  your  real  estate 
dreams,  desires  and  expecta¬ 
tions  with  me.  It’s  the  only 
way  I  can  understand  the  di¬ 
rection  you  wish  to  take  — 
and  the  only  way  I  can  influ¬ 
ence  the  outcome. 

After  I  listen,  I  am  also  pre¬ 
pared  to  follow  through  with 
action  —  the  kind  that  can 
make  a  difference  to  you  and 
your  family. 


Real  Estate  Broker 

Pacific  Union 
San  Francisco 


(415)  447-6231 


Pacific  Union 
Residential  Brokerage 


AD 


Ivantage 


1)  Superiority  of 
position  or  condition 

2)  Benefit  resulting  from 
some  course  of  action 


Call  The  Richmond  ReView 
for  advertising  rate  information 

at  (415) 831-0463 


Rec.  and  Park  Department  cuts 


close  their  doors. 

As  many  as  14  out  of  25  facil¬ 
ities  now  open  on  Sundays  could 
close,  according  to  the  report. 
Some  facilities  will  also  close  on 
Saturday  and  many  will  face  a 
reduced  weekday  schedule  as  the 
department  struggles  to  provide 
services  with  a  greatly  reduced 
staff  lacking  specialized  skills. 

The  impact  on  residents  living 
in  the  Richmond  and  Sunset  dis¬ 
tricts  is  expected  to  be  the  same 
as  in  other  districts,  with  neigh¬ 
borhood  recreation  centers  oper¬ 
ating  on  a  reduced  schedule.  The 
department’s  current  plan  is  to 
keep  the  Sunset  Recreation 
Center  and  the  Richmond 
Recreation  Center  open  to  serve 
the  larger  community. 

Staffing  cuts  would  have  a 
major  impact  on  maintenance  of 
the  department’s  facilities.  The 
budget  report  warns  that  the  re¬ 
sponse  time  to  make  repairs  at 
the  department’s  97  buildings 
and  infrastructure  at  228  parks, 
squares  and  playgrounds  could 
increase  up  to  40  percent. 

Department  Considers  a 
Slow-down  in  Capital 
Program 

The  budget  deficit  is  also 
putting  the  department  on  a  colli¬ 
sion  course  with  it  own  $400 
million  capital  improvement 
plan. 

In  2000,  voters  approved  two 
bond  measures  dedicated  to  revi¬ 
talizing  the  city’s  aging  recre¬ 
ational  facilities.  Over  the  past 
three  years,  construction  began 
on  recreation  facilities  through¬ 


out  the  City,  with  the  bulk  of  the 
work  scheduled  to  take  place 
during  the  next  five  years. 

Goldstein  confirmed  that  un¬ 
less  the  economy  changes,  the 
department  will  find  itself  with¬ 
out  the  staff  to  operate  and  main¬ 
tain  new  facilities  that  are  built 
or  remodeled  under  the  program. 

Last  year,  the  department 
found  itself  so  short  of  staff  that 
it  had  to  postpone  the  opening  of 
a  new  clubhouse  in  Visitacion 
Valley  and  a  new  park  in  the 
Mission  District. 

Department  Considering 
Special  Tax  to  Raise 
Revenue 

In  the  meantime,  the  depart¬ 
ment  is  exploring  every  option  to 
raise  revenue,  including  asking 
voters  to  approve  a  special  tax 
dedicated  to  the  city’s  parks. 

At  a  March  4  SF  Recreation 
and  Park  Commission  Finance 
Committee  meeting,  Goldstein 
told  commissioners  she  is  con¬ 
sidering  four  new  sources  of  rev¬ 
enue  that  the  department  could 
seek  through  the  ballot  box. 

Goldstein  said  the  goal  would 
be  to  raise  $10  milUon,  via  a  par¬ 
cel  tax,  utility  tax,  special  assess¬ 
ment  district  or  tax  set-aside. 
Some  options  would  require  a 
simple  majority  for  approval 
while  others  would  require  a 
two-thirds  vote. 

Goldstein  said  discussions  are 
in  an  exploratory  stage  and  there 
are  currently  no  plans  to  try  to 
qualify  a  measure  for  the 
November  ballot. 


touch  down  at  Market 
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Areas  Program  and  a  20  percent 
reduction  in  the  frequency  of 
maintenance  at  mini-parks. 

Goldstein  blamed  the  layoffs 
on  budget  cuts  the  department 
was  ordered  to  make  by  Mayor 
Gavin  Newsom,  who  is  grappling 
with  a  $300  million  deficit. 

The  deficit  includes  $3.5  mil¬ 
lion  in  base  cuts  already  made  by 
the  department  and  another  $4.7 
million  in  prioritized  cuts  recent¬ 
ly  submitted  to  Newsom  for  con¬ 
sideration.  The  $9.2  target  also 
includes  another  $1  million 
mainly  in  worker’s  compensation 
costs  that  the  department  expects 
to  absorb. 

News  of  the  deficit  hit  the  de¬ 
partment  just  as  it  was  struggling 
to  recover  from  two  years  of 
budget  cuts  and  the  effects  of 
budget  woes  and  low  employee 
morale  stretching  back  to  the  ear¬ 
ly  ’90s. 

During  the  last  two  years, 
Goldstein  was  able  to  avoid  mas¬ 
sive  layoffs  by  consolidating  pro¬ 
grams,  boosting  fees,  reducing 
staff  through  attrition  and  dip¬ 
ping  into  one-time  sources  of 
revenue. 

Goldstein  says  this  year’s 
budget  crisis  is  different  because 
most  of  the  revenue-generating 
options  have  been  exhausted.  As 
a  result,  she  warned  that  85  per¬ 
cent  of  the  deficit  must  be  met  by 
layoffs  and  reducing  expenses. 

The  department’s  budget  re¬ 
port  says  if  160  employees  are 
cut  from  the  payroll  recreation 
centers  all  over  the  City  will 

Freeway  to 

Continued  from  page  1 

superior  to  the  majority  rule.  The 
voters  have  spoken  at  the  ballot 
box  and  we  would  be  overturning 
the  will  of  the  voters,” 
McGoldrick  warned. 

The  plan  currently  under  con¬ 
struction  calls  for  the  freeway  to 
be  rebuilt  from  the  I-80/Highway 
101  juncture  to  Mission  Street 
with  off-ramps  that  touch  down 
where  Octavia  Street  crosses 
Market  Street.  Work  to  construct 
the  off-ramp  is  currently  under¬ 
way  and  the  project  is  scheduled 
for  completion  in  mid- 2005. 

The  idea  to  move  the  off¬ 
ramps  back  to  Bryant  Street 
gained  steam  after  the  freeway 
structure  came  down  and  neigh¬ 
bors  enjoyed  the  sunshine  and 
air.  Residents  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  say  they  wanted  the  free¬ 
way  out  of  their  neighborhood 
before  it  reversed  the  progress 


that  had  been  made. 

“This  had  been  a  no  man’s 
land  for  over  40  years  because 
our  neighborhood  has  been  dom¬ 
inated  by  a  freeway,”  said  one 
resident  who  lives  on  Stevenson 
Street. 

However,  a  report  released  in 
December  by  the  San  Francisco 
Transportation  Authority  (SFTA) 
that  studied  the  implications  of 
moving  the  freeway  back  to 
Bryant  Street  concluded  it  would 
cause  massive  traffic  challenges, 
delay  the  project  by  as  much  as 
six  years,  double  its  cost,  and 
trigger  legal  and  regulatory  is¬ 
sues. 

According  to  the  15-page  re¬ 
port  entitled  “Strategic  Analysis 
Report  on  the  Implications  of 
Relocating  the  Central  Freeway 
Touchdown  Ramps,”  which  was 
requested  by  Supervisor  Bevan 
Dufty,  the  financial  implications 
alone  were  significant. 


The  report  estimated  that  what 
is  now  expected  to  be  a  $90  mil¬ 
lion  project  could  have  ended  up 
costing  as  much  as  $193  million 
if  the  project  was  redesigned  at 
this  late  stage. 

Included  in  $193  million  esti¬ 
mate  were  costs  for  salaries  for 
parking  control  officers,  addition¬ 
al  costs  for  planning,  design,  a 
new  environmental  review  pro¬ 
cess,  demolition,  a  temporary 
ramp  and  construction  of  a  new 
local  street  network  interface. 

Other  potential  challenges  cit¬ 
ed  in  the  report  included  legal 
complications  that  could  have 
arisen  from  the  sale  of  some  of 
the  23  parcels  of  land  transferred 
to  the  City  from  Caltrans  for  the 
right-of-way  for  the  Octavia 
Boulevard  plan  and  the  potential 
loss  of  millions  of  dollars  in  state 
funds  earmarked  for  the  project. 


'Hero'  guest  at  scouts'  celebration 


On  Sunday,  Feb.  8,  Venture 
Crew  71  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  Council,  Golden  Gate 
District,  celebrated  Scouts 
Sunday.  It  was  exactly  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  8,  1910,  that  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  began.  Every 
year  scouts  throughout  America 
observe  this  anniversary. 

The  occasion  was  more  spe¬ 
cial  when  Crew  members  invited 
Alex  Hernandez  as  the  special 
guest.  He  was  the  19  years  old 
person  who  rescued  two  people 
from  their  burning  cars  off 
Highway  94  in  the  East  Bay.  At 
the  time  of  the  rescue  two  weeks 
ago,  Hernandez  was  interviewed 
on  television.  Crew  members 
heard  him  say  that  his  Good 
Deed  was  from  his  Boy  Scouts' 
training.  It  was  fitting  that  his 
good  deed  was  the  reason  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Boy  Scouts 


in  America.  Hernandez  is  a  crew 
member  of  Venture  Crew  146, 
which  is  comprised  of  many 
Richmond  and  Sunset  district 
youth,  of  the  Mt.  Diablo 
Silverado  Council. 

Claudia  Curtis,  new  District 
Executive  of  Golden  Gate 
District,  was  also  recognized  for 
her  presence  and  support  of  the 
Crew. 

Scout  Sunday  celebrations  be¬ 
gan  with  a  church'  service  at  St. 
Paul's  Presbyterian  Church, 
Venture  Crew  7rs  Charter 
Organization,  on  43rd  Avenue 
and  Judah  Street.  Reverend 
Zondra  Newsome  gave  a  beauti¬ 
ful  sermon  on  being  "Reverent" 
(one  of  the  Scouts  laws).  Three 
Crew  members  assisted  in  the 
reading  of  the  liturgy  during  ser¬ 
vice  as  other  Crew  members 
greeted  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  when  entering  the  church. 


Immediately  after  the  service,  a 
coffee  hour  was  hosted  by  Crew 
71  and  enjoyed  by  everyone  pre¬ 
sent.  Most  of  the  food  was  do¬ 
nated  by  local  merchants. 
Special  thanks  is  extended  to  the 
very  generous  donations  by 
Andronico's  on  Irving  Street  and 
the  Bashful  Bull  on  Taraval 
Street.  A  “delicious  and  nicely 
decorated  cake”  for  the  94th 
birthday  of  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  was  also  enjoyed  by  all. 

During  the  coffee  hour.  Crew 
Advisor  Gladys  Chaw,  awarded 
special  recognition  certificates 
and  patches  to  Crew  members 
and  to  Alex  Hernandez  for  his 
good  deed. 

For  more  information  on  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  venturing, 
cub  scouting,  and  scouting,  con¬ 
tact  the  SFBAC  at  (800)  231- 
7963  or  www.sfbac.org. 
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After  a  school 
board  meet¬ 
ing  where  I 
and  other  members 
of  the  board  were 
accused  of  not  car-  • 
ing  about 
Supervisor  Arlene 
Ackerman’s  plan 
for  dream  schools, 
the  SF  Board  of 
Education  -  including  student  delegates  - 
ultimately  approved  the  Dreams  Schools 
Initiative  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Dreams  schools  are  based  on  the  work 
of  Lorraine  Monroe,  who  was  able  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  change  a  failing,  violent  school 
in  Harlem  into  a  school  now  known  for  its 
miraculous  transformation.  The  school  is 
currently  named  Frederick  Douglas 
Academy. 

Racial  accusations  started  when  I  and 
the  other  student  delegate  abstained  from 
the  initial  vote  to  approve  a  resolution 
called  “In  Support  of  Dream  Schools”  im¬ 
mediately  because  it  violated  the  normal 
procedure  where  board  members  vote  two 
weeks  from  that  date. 

As  a  student  delegate,  I  was  elected  by 
the  students  and  have  the  responsibility  to 
represent  my  constituency  at  the  school 

Academy  set  to 
open  May  1 

The  California  Academy  of  Sciences  is 
set  to  open  its  temporary  location  South  of 
Market  May  1 . 

The  Academy,  which  will  be  located  at 
875  Howard  St.  for  several  years  while  its 
former  home  in  Golden  Gate  Park  is  being 
rebuilt,  will  exhibit  animals,  including 
South  African  Black-Footed  Penguins,  boa 
constrictors,  bearded  lizards  and  marine 
toads. 

Also  relocated  to  Howard  Street  is  the 
Academy’s  lungfish,  Methuselah,  which 
recently  celebrated  its  65th  anniversary  at 
the  scientific  institution. 

Admission  to  the  Academy,  open  ev¬ 
eryday  from  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  is  $7  for 
adults  and  $2  -  $4.50  for  youth. 


board  with  my  vote. 
The  two  student 
representatives  did 
not  wish  to  vote  on 
the  resolution  im¬ 
mediately  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  a  shower 
of  boos  followed. 
We  were  accused  of 
not  caring  about 
dream  schools  and 
the  black  community  with  questions  like, 
“What  would  you  do  if  the  Dream  Schools 
were  for  the  Asian  community  instead?” 

This  led  to  board  member  Mark 
Sanchez’s  outrage  over  the  accusations.  He 
said  he  opposed  “race-baiting  to  drive  poli¬ 
cy  decisions.” 

According  to  demographics,  the  Asian 
population  nearly  outnumbers  blacks  in  all 
districts  in  the  east  side  of  the  City. 

We  did  not  wish  to  vote  on  the  resolu¬ 
tion  immediately  because  our  organization, 
the  Student  Advisory  Council  which  repre¬ 
sents  youth  from  all  over  San  Francisco, 
had  not  endorsed  the  measure,  nor  had  the 
SF  'Vbuth  Commission.  Nonetheless,  the 
measure  had  my  full  individual  support. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  school  board  voted 
on  the  Dream  Schools  legislation  immedi¬ 
ately.  After  some  discussion,  which  includ¬ 
ed  Sanchez’s  criticism  that  the  audience 
was  “race-baiting,”  the  Asian  members  on 
the  board  unanimously  approved  the  “In 
Support  of  Dream  Schools”  resolution 
with  myself  and  board  member  Eddie  Chin 
supporting  it. 

After  the  meeting,  I  spoke  to  one  of  the 
people  who  asked,  “What  would  I  do  if  the 
Dream  Schools  were  for  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  instead?”  A  senior  at  Thurgood 
Marshall  High  School,  she  was  a  former 
Abraham  Lincoln  High  School  student 
now  attending  Marshall  and  had  seen  the 
•educational  inequities  between  the  west 
and  east  sides  of  the  City  firsthand.  She 
mentioned  that  her  comment  was  not  a 
personal  insult  to  Asians  -  she  was  just 
passionate  about  doing  something  to  im¬ 
prove  poorly-performing  schools. 

After  talking,  we  both  came  to  an 
agreement  -  Lincoln’s  principal  is  cooler 
than  Marshall’s. 


Critics  play  race 
card  at  School 
Board  meeting 

Alan  Wong 


Grand  Opening  April  12th 

The  Beach  Chalet's  new  addition 

Pouring  outctoa,  fireside  dirtng! 


"SBn  Ffandaoo  Dining  \Miere  the  Fferk  meets  the  F^fid’ 


S&'ving  ocesn  &  pa'k 
view  lunch  and  dinner 
&  oceart  view  bre^fast 
daily~hand  aafted  beers 
&  a  full  bar! 

4’5-386-8439 
t)00  Geat  Highw^ 
Golden  Gate  FbrK 


The  F^k  Chalet! 


GREAT  RATES 

-  ACT  NOW ! 

30-Month  CD 

2.75’' 

Annual  Percentage  Held 

Minimum  Deposit  $5,000 

18-Month  IRA 

2.00’' 

Annual  Percentage  Yield 

Minimum  Deposit  $3,000 

Annual  percentage  yield  (APY)  effective  March  22, 2004.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $5,000  to  obtain  the 
slated  APY  for  the  30-Month  CD.  There  is  a  minimum  balance  requirement  of  $3,000  to  obtain  the  stated  APY  for  the  1 8- 
Month  IRA.  Rates  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Early  withdrawal  penalties  may  be  imposed.  Fees  may  reduce 
earnings  on  the  account.  FDIC  insured  to  applicable  limits.  For  more  information,  request  the  Accopnt  Disclosures  and 
Schedule  of  Fees  and  Charges. 


Sequoia  National  Bank 


65  Post  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  94104  •  415-781-0600 
699  Portola  Drive  •  San  Francisco  •  94127  •  415-661-4800 
WWW.SQNB.COM 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@  22nd),  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

www.kitarosushi.com 


Spider  Roll  $  2.99 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

One  order  per  coupon  per  visit.  EXP.  4/29/2004 


Rock'nRoll  $1.99 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

One  order  per  coupon  per  visit.  EXP.  4/29/2004 


To-Go  only 

Valid  for  7  days. 

One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 
Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  4/29/2004 


I 


with  coupon 


Call  in  advance. 


(415)  386-2777 


California  Roll  $  .99 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

One  order  per  coupon  per  visit.  EXP.  4/29/2004 


(415)  386-2777 


Seaweed  Salad  $  2.99 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

One  order  per  coupon  per  visit.  EXP.  4/29/2004 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $19.95 


(415)  386-2777 


lO+Ate 


386-2777 


(415)  386-2777 


Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 
Lunch  $  4.98  /  Dinner  $  5.98 

Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
Good  for  up  to  2  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

.  EXP.  4/29/2004 


(415)  386-2777 


Edamame  $  .99 


Valid  for  Sun.-Thurs. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 

One  order  per  coupon  per  visit.  EXP.  4/29/2004 
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The  Magic 
of  Pricing 

John  M.  Lee 


The  real  estate 
market,  as  you 
know,  has  been 
red  hot.  Prices  have 
appreciated  this  year 
and  with  the  lack  of  • 
listing  inventory  on 
the  market,  multiple 
offers  are  the  norm 
rather  than  the  excep¬ 
tion. 

Statistics  show  that  80  to  85 
percent  of  the  properties  are  sell¬ 
ing  for  above  the  asking  price  - 
and  some  substantially  over. 

The  most  common  question  I 
get  from  sellers  in  the  current 
market  is,  "How  should  1  price 
the  property  in  order  to  obtain 
the  highest  possible  bid?” 

Pricing  strategy  differs  in  var¬ 
ious  markets.  Typically,  in  a  nor¬ 
mal  real  estate  market,  the  sales 
price  is  about  five  percent  below 
the  asking  or  listed  price  and 
sellers  price  homes  with  the 
thought  of  leaving  some  room  for 
negotiation.  However,  with  the 
information  highway  that  is  the 


Internet,  that  gap  has  narrowed 
and  with  the  current  sizzling  real 
estate  market,  it  has  actually 
gone  the  other  way  -  pricing  the 
property  below  its  market  price 
to  create  a  marketing  frenzy  and 
bidding  war. 

Currently,  the  trend  is  to  set 
the  price  low  as  multiple  offers 
bid  the  selling  price  up,  with 
market  price  (defined  as  the  high¬ 
est  price  a  willing,  ready  and  able 
buyer  is  willing  to  pay). 

However,  I  do  not  advocate 
substantially  under-pricing  a 
property  as  this  strategy  wastes 
many  people's  precious  time. 

1  recommend  setting  the  price 
according  to  comparable  sales. 


knowing  that  in  an 
upward  trending  mar¬ 
ket,  the  final  sales 
price  will  surpass  the 
comparable  sales 
price. 

I  would  not  at  this 
time  recommend 
.  overpricing  a  proper¬ 
ty,  as  it  is  the  kiss  of 
death.  In  this  type  of  market, 
buyers  are  viewing  properties 
with  the  expectation  of  offering 
more  than  the  asking  price.  So  if 
the  home  is  overpriced,  and  buy¬ 
ers  think  they  will  need  to  bid 
higher  to  get  the  property,  it  will 
scare  them  away,  resulting  in  no 
offers  for  the  property. 

Another  tip  is  to  price  homes 
slightly  under  “mental  price 
points”  to  make  sure  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  home  search. 

In  the  past,  agents  used  hiud 
copies  of  multiple  listing  books 
to  flip  a  page  and  see  listings 
more  than  the  price  range  they 
were  researching.  However,  with 
the  elimination  of  the  hard 
copies,  a  home  priced  at 


Is  ll  Time  (o  Find  a 
Church  Communily? 

St.  ohn's 

Rev.  John  $.  Afxkrson^  l^or 


Lie.  ({^19927 
PL&  PD 


McCarthy 

Roofing 


Serving  S.F.  and  the 
entire  Bay  Area 


8AO  A.M  Informal  Worship  ♦  to  am  Worship  &  Sunday  School 
25  Lake  Street  at  Arguello  in  San  Francisco  •  4 1 5-7S  i  - 1 626 


r 

JUST  io  Mmurest 

FAST& 

Kauraimra, 

FRIENDLY! 

ll^l,  change 

San  f  tanclsco 
!8th  Avenue  x  ktotiega  SResf 

wwwPeiwtiO  cam 

Specializing  in: 

#  Build-Up  Tar  &  Gravel  Roofs 
O  Composition  Shingles 

#  Gutter  Cleaning 

#  Repairs  and  Maintenance 
O  Shake  Conversions 

O  Tile  Roofs 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

255-0105 

Dan  McCarthy 

3rd  Generation  Roofer 


Senior  Special  (65  and  over) 
Receive  an  additional 
5%  discount  on  a 
complete  roofing  job 


One  Stop  Solution 

•  Packaging  and  shipping  services 

•  Mailbox  services 

•  Document  services 

•  Moving  &  packaging  supplies 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC' 


3701  Sacramento  St.  (at  Spruce)  Ph.  221-9882  or 
3145  Geary  Blvd.  (at  Spruce)  Ph.  751-6644 

M6E  Centers  are  independently  owned  and  operated  by  licensed  franchisees  of  Mail  Boxes  Etc.,  Inc.  in  the  USA  and  by  its  master  licensees  or  their 
franchisees  outside  of  the  USA.  Services  and  hours  of  operation  may  vary  by  location.  Valid  at  participating  locations.  ©  2003  Mail  Boxes  Etc.,  Inc.  vvww.mbe.com 


idor=F 

ALL  PRODUCTS  &  SERVICES 

(With  $10  minimum  purchase.  Excludes  shipping, 
postage,  metered  mail  &  money  orders.) 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC* 

^  —  —  .  —  »  —  . I-. 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  March* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square.  Ft. 

Price 

1415  Clement 

2 

1.00 

2,235 

$750,000 

822  40th  Ave. 

2 

1.00 

1,285 

800,000 

582  24th  Ave. 

3 

2.00 

1,688 

885,000 

791  31st  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

2,550 

968,000 

2539  Turk 

3 

1.00 

1.683 

970,000 

1738  Lake 

4 

4.00 

3,536 

1.615,000 

1816  Lake 

4 

3.00 

3,000 

2,200,0{X) 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


$705,000  will  be  invisible  to 
people  who  search  with  a  criteria 
of  under  $700,000.  So  even  if  the 
seller  is  willing  to  sell  the 
property  for  $700,000,  people 
who  might  be  interested  at  that 
price  will  not  know  the  listing  is 
available.  So,  I  recommend  they 
stay  under  the  mental  barriers. 

It  is  also  extremely  interesting 
to  note  how  offers  are  coming  in 
at  this  point  in  time.  More  often 
than  not  in  multiple  offer  situa¬ 
tions,  offers  are  bunched  together 
at  a  certain  price  point  with  one 
or  two  offers  way  above  this 
price.  When  this  happens,  a  new 
comparative  sales  price  is  bom 
for  the  next  similar  property. 

Will  pricing  ultimately  affect 
the  final  sales  price?  The  answer 
is  most  definitely. 

If  the  property  is  priced  too 
low,  you  might  attract  many  of¬ 
fers,  but  might  scare  off  the  per¬ 
son  who  could  offer  the  highest 
price  because  they  do  not  want  to 


compete  with  so  many  offers. 
And  if  priced  too  high,  it  can  also 
scare  off  the  best  potential  buyer 
because  he  or  she  might  think 
that  there  is  no  chance  to  obtain 
the  property.  The  best  solution  is 
to  review  market  conditions  and 
pricing  trends  and  list  the  proper¬ 
ty  accordingly. 

We  are  currently  living 
through  an  incredibly  unique 
time  in  the  real  estate  market, 
one  that  we  might  never  experi¬ 
ence  to  this  magnitude  again  in 
our  lifetime.  If  we  want  to  utilize 
information  to  our  advantage  in 
this  marketplace,  we  need  to 
know  and  understand  the  magic 
of  pricing. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top-selling 
real  estate  broker  at  Pacific 
Union,  specializing  in  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts. 

If  you  have  questions,  call  him 
at  (415)  447-6231  or  e-mail 
johnlee  @  isellsf.com. 


Dawn  service  at  cross 


Easter  Sunrise  Service  marks 
70th  anniversary  of  America’s 
largest  cross 

The  public  is  invited  to  join  in 
the  celebration  of  Easter  Sunrise 
2004  at  the  Mt.  Davidson  Cross 
on  Sunday,  April  11,  at  6:30  a.m. 
Admission  is  free. 

This  year’s  citywide  obser¬ 
vance  at  the  foot  of  America’s 
largest  cross  will  feature  a  read¬ 
ing  of  the  Easter  story,  a  prayer 
for  peace,  a  SF  Fire  Department 
Honor  Guard  presentation  and 
performances  by  the  Shiloh  Full 
Gospel  Choir,  Salvation  Army 
Brass  Band,  Lynne  Miller  of  the 
House  of  Bagpipes  and  Christian 
contemporary  recording  artist 
Buddy  Rasberry.  Among  those 
taking  part  in  the  non-denoraina- 
tional  program  are  San  Francisco 
District  7  Supervisor  Tony  Hall, 
District  4  Supervisor  Fiona  Ma, 
Fire  Chief  Joanne  Hayes- White, 


Rev.  Ted  Frazier  and  program 
chair  Rev.  RT.  Mammen. 

Situated  at  the  summit  of  the 
City’s  tallest  peak,  the  103-foot- 
tall  cross  will  be  illuminated  the 
evening  of  April  10. 

Those  planning  to  attend  the 
event  are  advised  to  dress  warm¬ 
ly  and  wear  comfortable  walking 
shoes.  For  more  information, 
call  (415)  566-8393. 


SPRING  into  Standard  5&10  ACE 
to  make  your  EASTER  and  PASSOVER 
holidays  joyful  and  memorable! 

Cards,  Gifts,  Treats,  Paper  Goods  &  Decorations, 
and  much  more  for  all  your  April  celebrations! ! 


YOUR  ONE-STOP  VARIETY  STORE..;  since  1939 
Lanrel  Village,  3545  California  Street  @  Sprnce 
Open  Mon-Eri  9-7,  Sat  9-6,  Snn  10-5 
415/751-5767 

wvm..standard5nl0.coin  •  info@standard5nl0.com 
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Taking  the  Plunge 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 


A  man  dives  off  the  high  dive,  circa  '30s,  that  was  located  at 
Fleishhacker  Pool,  located  on  Ocean  Beach  near  the  SF  Zoo. 


Son  Franthco  Department  ol  the  Environment  (| 


_  To  get  the  buzz  on  v/here  to  buy  recycled  paper, 

mamSk  recycling  call  the  Recycling  Hotline  or  visit  our  website. 

OUTftt^ACM  '  ^ 

1-877-STOPWASTE  •  www.BoyAreaRecycHng.org 


Discover  BridgePoint 


mm 


San  Francisco^s  favorite  senior 
living  community 

More  important  than  our  historic  location 
are  the  residents  that  call  BridgePoint 
home.  Doctors.  Teachers.  Artists.  Poets.  They 
come  from  diverse  backgrounds,  and  have 
discovered  a  wonderful  life  at  BridgePoint.  A  life 
where  they’re  encouraged  to  share  their  talents  — 
and  develop  new  ones. 

We’re  conveniently  located  near  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge.  Make  plans  to  visit  us  soon. 


Call  today  to 
schedule  a 
personal  tour. 

4151  664-6264 


o/nt 

AT  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Independent  &  Assisted  Living 
1601  1 9th  Ave.,  San  Francisco 

www.kiscoseniorIiving.com  •  License  #v^85600148 


Apartments  starting  from  $2,700 
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Need  a  Communication  Makeover? 


Illustration 

Graphic  Design 
&  Marketing 

415  221-4808 
obnnlck@aol.coin 


Notice  of  Nondiscriminatory 
Policy  as  to  Students 

St.  James  Preschool  at  4620  California  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94118  admits  students  of  any  race,  color,  national  and  ethnic  origin 
to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  programs,  and  activities  generally  ac¬ 
corded  or  made  available  to  students  at  the  school.  It  does  not  dis¬ 
criminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  and  ethnic  origin  in 
administration  of  its  educational  policies,  scholarship  and  loan  pro¬ 
grams,  and  other  school-administered  programs. 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

✓  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

/  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 

✓  First  4  hours  FREE! 

/  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


'ToGiFLT^e.f-  i%3!jr3tfe 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 

Licensed  by  the  council  for  private  and  post-secondary  education. 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DEUVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Cali  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


April  Calendar  of  Events 


1-11 

Art  Deco  on  Display;  Art  Deco 
works  from  1910  to  1939  are  cur¬ 
rently  on  view  at  the  Cahfomia 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
Lincoln  Park,  34th  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street,  open  Tuesdays 
through  Sundays,  9:30  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  admission  is  $7  adults,  $6  se¬ 
niors  65  and  older,  $5  children  12 
-  1 7  and  free  for  those  1 2  and 
younger.  For  more  information, 
call  863-3330. 

Photography  Exhibit: 

Photographs  by  Israeli  artist  Adi 
Nes  depicting  contemporary  life  in 
Israel  are  on  display  at  the 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  Lincoln  Park,  34th  Avenue 
and  Clement  Street,  open  Tue.sdays 
through  Sundays,  9:30  a.m,  to  5 
p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
863-3330 

“A  Jewish  Mosaic;”  Photographs 
by  Nancy  Blum  and  Susan  Mall 
can  be  seen  at  Temple  Emanu-El,  2 
Lake  St.,  Main  Sanctuaiy  foyer 
and  chapel  area  beginning  Friday, 
April  2,  6:30  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m.  re¬ 
ception  following  5:30  Shabbat 
services,  on  view  through  Sunday, 
June  20,  free.  For  more  informa- 
.tion,  call  751-2535. 

Muni  Service  Cuts  Meeting: 

Muni  will  hold  a  public  hearing  to 
consider  transit  line  changes  due  to 
budget  cutbacks.  City  Hall,  Room 
400,  Tuesday.  April  6  and  Tuesday, 
April  20,  4  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Carohne  at  554-4129. 

Lands  End  Toastmasters  Club; 
Members  of  the  public  wishing  to 
sharpen  their  public  speaking  skills 
are  invited  to  meetings  at  the  San 
Francisco  VA  Medical  Center, 

42nd  Avenue  and  Clement  Street, 
Building  200,  Room  lA-122, 
Wednesdays,  April  7  and  April  14. 
5  p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  750-2250. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes:  Couples 
are  invited  to  learn  the  Samba, 
Rumba,  Mambo,  Tango,  Waltz, 
Foxtrot  and  more.  Forest  Hill 
Christian  Church,  Fellowship  Hall, 
250  Laguna  Honda  Blvd..  six 
Thursday  evenings  begiiming 
April  8,  one-hour  lessons,  $65  per 
couple.  For  more  information  or  to 
make  reservations,  call  661-2746. 

Landscaping  Work  Party:  Join 
gardeners,  neighbors  and  museum 
staff  to  landscape  at  the  Cahfomia 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
tools,  gloves  and  refreshments  pro¬ 
vided,  meet  at  the  museum’s  en¬ 
trance,  Lincoln  Park,  Saturday, 
April  10,  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  .information,  call  750-3502. 

Easter  Sunrise  Service:  A  non- 
denominational  service  sponsored 
by  local  churches  will  be  held  at 
the  Mt.  Davidson  Cross  at  sunrise, 
Sunday,  April  11,  6:30  a.m. 

12-18 

Dogs  in  Parks  Meeting:  The  SF 
Recreation  and  Park  Department’s 
Dog  Advisory  Committee  will 
meet  to  discuss  proposals  to  re¬ 
design  athletic  fields  for  dog  runs, 
SF  County  Fair  Building,  Golden 
Gate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Lincoln  Way,  Tuesday,  April  13,  at 
6:30  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  831-2750. 

Book  Discussion  and  Signing; 
Author  Marilyn  Chase  tells  the  his¬ 
torical  tale  of  two  doctors  at  the 
turn  of  the  20th  century  who 
fought  racial  profiling,  political  op¬ 
position  and  non-existent  public 
health  standards  to  control  the 


Bubonic  Plague  that  loomed  over 
the  City,  UCSF  Laurel  Heights 
Campus,  3333  California  St., 
Tuesday,  April  13,  7  p.m.  pre-pro- 
gram  reception,  program  beings  at 
7:45  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  775-1111. 

Mountain  Lake  and  Beyond: 
Children  ages  9  -  12  are  invited  to 
explore  the  plant  and  animal  life 
communities  at  the  Lobos  Creek 
Watershed  from  Mountain  Lake  to 
Baker  Beach,  Wednesday,  April 
14,  8:30  a.m.  to  noon,  $45.  For 
more  information  or  to  pre-register 
(required),  call  750-7145. 

Book  Launch:  Illustrator  and  nat¬ 
uralist  Jack  Laws  demonstrates  and 
discusses  wildlife  illustration  in  re¬ 
lation  to  his  new  book,  “Sierra 
Birds,”  a  guide  to  the  Sierra 
Nevada,  City  College  of  San 
Francisco  Ocean  Campus  on 
Phelan  Avenue,  Visual  Arts  Room 
115,  Wednesday,  April  14,  1 1  a.m. 
to  noon,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  239-3580. 

Steroid  Lecture:  Learn  about  the 
health  effects  of  anabolic  andro¬ 
genic  steroids.  City  College  of  San 
Francisco’s  Ocean  Campus, 

Science  Building  Room  300, 
Friday,  April  16,  noon  to  1  p.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
239-3580. 

Community  Gathering: 

Supervisors  Jake  McGoldrick  and 
Matt  Gonzalez  (invited)  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  speak  about  City  politics. 
Simple  Pleasures  Cafe,  3434 
Balboa  St.,  Friday,  April  16,  8  p.m. 
with  live  band  playing  from  7  p.m. 
to  8  p.m.,  small  cover.  For  more 
infonnation,  call  386-2706. 

Free  Health  Screenings:  St. 
Mary’s  Medical  Center  provides 
free  blood  pressure  checks  and 
glaucoma,  cholesterol  and  bone 
density  screenings.  Cherry 
Blossom  Festival,  Japantown,  Post 
and  Laguna  streets,  Saturday,  April 
17  and  Sunday,  April  18,  11  a.m. 
to  4  p.m. 

Native  American  Lecture:  Listen 
to  stories  of  activism,  friendship 
and  history  of  Native  Americans 
who  were  forced  into  urban  centers 
in  the  ’50s,  Saturday,  April  17,  2 
p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  to  register  (required), 
call  561-7752. 

Multiple  Sclerosis  Benefit  Walk: 

Join  750,000  other  Americans  in 
nearly  700  cities  in  a  walk  to  fight 
multiple  sclerosis  or  donate  time 
behind  the  scenes  as  a  registration, 
breakfast,  rest  stop,  driving  or  fin¬ 
ish-line  volunteer.  Presidio, 

Sunday,  April  18.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (800)  344-4867  or 
(510)  268-0572, 

Walking  Tour;  Leam  about  those 
left  homeless  after  the  1906  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire  and  visit  two 
cottages  built  for  refugees,  meet  at 
the  comer  of  Lincoln  Way  and 
Funston  Avenue,  Sunday,  April  1 8, 
1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  information 
or  to  pre-register  (required),  call 
561-7752. 

19-30 

Public  Meeting:  Members  of  the 
pubic  are  invited  to  review  poten¬ 
tial  bike  plans  and  improvements 
for  the  city,  St.  John’s  Church,  501 
Laguna  Honda  Blvd.,  Wednesday, 
April  21,  6:30  p.m.  to  8  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  DPT’s 
Bicycle  Program  at  585-BIKE,  the 
SF  Bicycle  Coalition  at  431-BIKE 
or  the  SF  County  Transportation 
Authority  at  522-4800. 

Spring  Gala:  The  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Music’s  annual 


spring  gala,  chaired  by  Sandra 
Whitman,  will  feature  perfor¬ 
mances  by  students  and  honor 
composer  John  Adams,  Fairmont 
Hotel,  Thursday,  April  22,  6  p.m., 
$250  -  $1,500.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  purchase  tickets,  call 
759-3461.  '  • 

The  Urban  Restoration 
Experience:  Research  Social 
Scientist  Dr,  Paul  Gobster  discuss¬ 
es  the  relationship  between  human 
behavior  and  the  natural  environ¬ 
ment,  Randall  Museum,  199 
Museum  Way,  Thursday,  April  22, 
7:30  p.m,,  free  (donations  accept¬ 
ed).  For  more  information,  call 
554-9600. 

Rochambeau  Reopening:  An  all¬ 
day  event  to  celebrate  the  opening 
of  the  remodeled  Rochambeau 
Playground  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  April  24,  starting  at  10 
a.m.  For  more  information,  call 
474-0700,  ext.  25. 

Asian  Dance:  The  public  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  watch  dances  by  the  Peony 
Performing  Arts  School,  Sun.set 
Branch  Library,  1305  18th  Ave., 
Saturday,  April  24,  3  p.m.,  free. 

For  more  infonnation,  call  557- 
4277. 

Floral  Arranging:  Leam  how  to 
create  a  show-winning  floral  ar¬ 
rangement  at  the  SF  Rose 
Society’s  meeting,  SF  County  Fair 
Building,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way.  Sunday, 
April  25,  1  p.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  647-4486. 

North  Indian  Classical  Dance 
Class:  Leam  the  art  of  Kathak 
from  the  renowned  Chitresh  Das 
Dance  Company  in  a  course  that 
focuses  on  yoga  and  the  integration 
of  mind,  body  and  spirit  to  form 
rhythmic  patterns  with  the  body. 
Cultural  Integration  Fellowship, 
2650  Fulton  St.,  Tuesday,  April  27, 
6  p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
499-1601. 

Festival  of  Youth:  The 
Community  Youth  Center  cele¬ 
brates  its  34th  anniversary  serving 
high-risk  youth  and  families  in  San 
Francisco  with  an  awards  ceremo¬ 
ny  and  an  evening  of  food,  wine 
tasting,  cultural  entertainment  and 
silent  auction.  Regency  Building, 
1290  Sutter  St.,  Tuesday,  May  4, 
6:30  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m.,  $125.  For 
more  information  or  to  purchase 
tickets,  call  775-2636. 
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Recently,  the 
neighbor¬ 
hoods  served 
by  the  Taraval  Police 
Station  were  plagued 
by  a  series  of  home 
burglaries  that  result¬ 
ed  in  substantial  loss¬ 
es  for  residents  and 
caused  great  anxiety 
throughout  the  community. 

According  to  police,  many  of  the 
homes  were  owned  by  Asian  residents  and 
were  targeted  around  the  celebrations  of 
the  Lunar  New  Year  and  other  holidays, 
when  cash  and  gifts  were  likely  to  be 
abundant  in  households.  Burglars  often 
target  households,  often  in  the  Richmond 
and  Sunset  districts,  that  they  identify  as 
occupied  by  Asian  residents  because  they 
believe  they  may  contain  valuable  an¬ 
tiques  and  heirlooms.  Additionally,  many 
immigrant  families  keep  their  money  hid¬ 
den  within  their  house  rather  than  in  a 
bank. 

Most  of  the  thefts  occurred  on  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings  when  resi¬ 
dents  were  away  from  home,  resulting  in 
the  loss  of  cash,  jewelry  and  other  valu¬ 
ables. 

Thanks  to  the  superior  police  work  of 
several  dedicated  officers  working  at  the 
Taraval  Station,  the  burglaries  were 
stopped.  Specifically,  the  Taraval  Station 
Undercover  Street  Crimes  Unit  tracked  a 
burglar  with  the  assistance  of  the  city’s 
crime  lab  technicians  with  fingerprints 
lifted  from  one  of  the  burglary  scenes. 
Following  the  identification  of  the  burglar, 
the  street  crimes  unit  staked  out  the  indi¬ 
vidual’s  home  and  apprehended  the  sus¬ 
pect  without  incident. 

In  addition  to  ending  the  string  of  bur¬ 
glaries,  the  officers  also  recovered  many 
of  the  items  stolen  from  area  residents. 
Without  the  focused  effort  of  these  offi¬ 
cers,  the  burglar  would  have  continued  to 
reap  ill-gotten  gains  from  hard-working 
community  members  while  simultaneous¬ 
ly  undermining  the  peace  of  mind  which 
residents  otherwise  enjoy. 

On  March  15,  2004,  in  recognition  of 


Protecting  our 
homes,  families 

Assemblyman  Leland  Yee 

their  service  to  the  community,  1  presented 
Assembly  resolutions  to  the  officers  of  the 
street  crimes  unit,  including  Sgt.  Rick 
Galande  and  officers  Gerald  Lyons, 

Reginal  Scott,  Jose  Guardad  and  Greg  Pak. 
These  individuals  exemplify  the  dedication 
of  law  enforcement  officers  throughout 
California  who  seek  to  provide  the  highest 
level  of  service  and  protection  to  their 
communities. 

One  of  1 1  police  districts  in  San 
Francisco,  the  Taraval  Police  District  is 
one  of  the  largest,  encompassing  a  large 
area  of  the  western  part  of  the  City.  The 
Taraval  District  is  largely  residential,  con¬ 
tains  a  large  number  of  schools  and  fea¬ 
tures  many  active  commercial  corridors. 

Residents  can  help  prevent  burglaries 
by  taking  the  necessary  steps  to  protect 
their  families,  businesses  and  homes.  I  en¬ 
courage  residents  to  leave  lights  on  at 
night,  keep  all  doors  and  windows  locked, 
use  safes  for  valuables,  like  jewelry  and 
cash,  and  consider  installing  an  alarm  for 
your  home  or  business.  Also,  residents 
should  refrain  from  storing  antiques  or 
computers  and  electronics  near  windows 
bec  ause  these  items  may  attract  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  burglars.  For  more  tips  and  infor¬ 
mation  on  burglary  prevention,  visit  San 
Francisco’s  web  site  at  www.sfgov.org  and 
the  link  to  the  SF  Police  Department’s 
home  page. 

Finally,  if  you  are  a  victim  of  crime, 
please  call  the  police  immediately.  You  can 
simply  dial  91 1  or  call  (415)  553-8090.  If 
you  have  information  about  a  crime,  call 
the  police  at  Taraval  Station  with  an 
anonymous  tip. 

Leland  Yee  is  the  speaker  pro  tempore 
at  the  California  Assembly. 


^Sprin^  Cleaning 


Here  are  some  quick  tips  to  make  your  sprir\g 

cleanir\gftjn  and  environmentally  friendly 

•  Buy  environmentally  safs  products. 

•  Purchase  only  what  you  need. 

•  Donate  unused  products  to  friends  or 
community  oi;ganizations. 

•  Dispose  of  leftover  products  properly 
(by  'taldqg  'bo  'the  Household  Hazardous 
Waste  Collection  Cerrter  at  501  Tunnel  Road 
near  3  Com  RarlO- 

For  more  information  visit  www.sfBnvironment.oom 
or  colUl  5-355-3700 


SFBiyrronniant 

Omt  iMMfc  Qer  fhv  plnMt. 


D«p«rtm«nt  of  Envlronni«nt 

City  ond  Cpunfy  of  Son  Pronctsco 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ART  CLASSES 

Fogbelt  Studio  (in  the 

Parkside/Sunset)  offers  fine  arts 
and  crafts  classes  for  adults  and 
mature  teens.  For  information: 
www.togbeltstudio.com  or  call 
(415)  661-8502  or  e-mail 

Kalhy@fogbeltstudio.com. 

CAREGIVER  NEEDED 

For  Woman  (not  mobile),  Monday 
through  Friday,  9:30  a  m.  -  2:30 
p.m.  Female  only.  References. 
Available  in  May.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Call  (415)  668-3053  after  3 
p.m. 

CARPENTRY/PAINTING 

Decks,  Stairs,  Dryrot,  remodel¬ 
ing  kitchens  and  bathrooms,  elec¬ 
trical  and  plumbing,  seismic/struc¬ 
tural,  tile  and  masonry,  roof  re¬ 
pairs,  tree  trimming/hauling.  Call 
Jim  Kennedy  at  661-3724.  Lie. 
#751689. 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 

Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experi¬ 
ence.  Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

COMPUTER  REPAIR 

Expert  PC  Computer  Repair  - 

Error  messages/crashing/Win- 
dows  Installations/virus  remov¬ 
al/data  back-ups,  etc.  Home/office 
visits  -  $25/hour.  Call  Noel:  (415) 
661-8729. 

FENCES 

Morrow  Construction  -  Spec¬ 
ializing  in  wood  and  redwood 
fences.  For  more  information,  call 
(650)  994-6892.  License  #34-36- 
33. 


FREE  BOOK 

Free  Book  on  “Past  Lives, 

Dreams  and  Soul  Travel"  from 
ECKANKAR.  Call  toll-free  record¬ 
ing  at  (877)  411-1800  or  visit 
www.eckankar.org/treebook. 

FURNITURE  REFINISH¬ 
ING 

Furniture  Stripped  and 
Refinished.  Excellent  work, 
quickly  done.  Includes  pick-up  and 
return.  Interior  refinishing  also 
available.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

GARAGE  SALE 

Huge  Yearly  Sale:  Little  Sister's 
of  the  Poor,  300  Lake  St., 
Saturday,  April  3,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
Estate  and  vintage  items,  china, 
jewelry,  books,  clothing,  art,  furni¬ 
ture,  collectibles,  food  -  every¬ 
thing  known  to  man! 

HEALTH 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime. 

HOUSECLEANING 

Why  Clean?  Allow  me  to  do  it! 
Save  time  and  money  with  a  de- 
tail-oriented  professional. 
Cleaning  extraordinaire  at  your 
service.  Mike  -  495-2312. 

HOUSING 

History  Awaits  You  at  the 
Landmark  -  Union  Square.  333 
Grant  at  Sutter  and  Bush.  Historic 
renovation  of  the  Home  Telephone 
Building.  Two  below-market-rate 
units  available  for  qualifying  pur¬ 
chasers  (maximum  $65,000  annu¬ 
al  household  income  for  one  per¬ 
son).  These  units  are  subject  to 
special  use  restrictions  as  provid¬ 


ed  by  the  SF  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Housing.  For  qualifying  details, 
visit  www.sfgov.org/moh.  Unit 
#306  one  bedroom,  one  bath, 
leased  parking  available,  608 
square  feet.  Offered  at  $270,252. 
Unit  #405  -  studio,  1  bath,  leased 
parking  available,  462  square  feet. 
Offered  at  $233,910.  To  visit  the 
model  unit  for  this  historic  proper¬ 
ty,  please  check  www.theland- 
mark.net  for  information  and  a 
schedule  of  open  house  hours. 
Purchase  offers  are  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  on  April  6. 

FORMER  EMPLOYEES 
WANTED 

Seeking  Information  from 
Anyone  who  worked  at  the 
General  Electric  Computer 
Manufacturing  Plant  or 
Commercial  Cooking  Equipment 
Manufacturing  Plant,  San 
Francisco,  California  between 
1966  and  1981.  Please  contact 
Sallie  Turner,  legal  assistant, 
Baron  &  Budd,  PC.  at  (800)  222- 
2766. 

MEDITATION 

Learn  3  Easy  12-second  Tools 
in  One  Hour:  Meditation!  What 
does  it  have  to  do  with  me,  and 
career  choices,  job  stability,  day¬ 
care  issues  and  relationships? 
Come  to  this  free  class  to  find  out. 
Tuesdays  @  7:30  p.m.  For  more 
information,  call  (415)  643-8800. 

MENTORS  NEEDED 
Enterprise  For  High  School 
Students  needs  volunteer  men¬ 
tors  to  work  one-on-one  with 
high  school  students  to  help 


them  develop  job  skills  and  ex¬ 
plore  careers.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  896-0909,  ext.  304. 

ORGANIZING 

Unclutter  Your  Life!  Help  in  the 
home  getting  things  organized  for 
a  more  free-flowing  life.  Based  on 
the  principles  of  Feng  Shui. 
Sahina,  (415)  750-1241. 

PAINTING 

Neat,  Clean,  Reliable  Painter 
specializing  in  great  preparation, 
ensuring  a  quality  finish  product. 
Give  me  a  call  and  we  can  work 
out  the  details  you  project  entails. 
Jason -(415)  240-5562. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Patient  Teacher  With  20+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Evening  and 
Saturday  appointments  available. 
First  lesson  free.  Call  Ms. 
Kofnovec  at  664-8176. 

PRACTICE  SPACE 
NEEDED 

Rental  Practice  Space  Wanted 

-  sax  player  needs  practice  space 
in  the  Richmond  one  hour  a  day.  I 
practice  solo  after  work.  Call 
Bruce  at  752-1989. 

WANTED 

Buying  Older-Style  Furniture 
and  Household  Items.  One  item 
or  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
(415)  621-4390- Jim. 

WOMEN  SINGERS 
SOUGHT 

We  Are  Seeking  Wonfen 


Singers!  Visit  a  rehearsal  of  the 
San  Francisco  Sound  WAVE 
Chorus  and  learn  to  sing  in  the 
barbershop  style.  Our  34-member 
women's  chorus  rehearses  every 
Thursday  from  7  to  10  p.m.  at  the 
Simon  Auditorium  at  Laguna 
Honda  Hospital  at  375  Laguna 
Honda  Blvd.  All  are  welcome.  For 
more  infomation,  call  665-7960  or 
visit  www.stsoundwave.org.  Bring 
a  friend. 

VEHICLE  DONATIONS 

The  Crohn’s  &  Colitis 
Foundation  is  seeking  vehicle  do¬ 
nations  to  support  its  assistance 
to  children  and  adults  suffering 
from  inflammatory  bowel  dis¬ 
eases.  Free  pickup  and  towing 
possible.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  578-6590. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Experience  Corps  is  looking  for 
mentors  and  tutors  for  Richmond 
and  Sunset  district  children.  For 
more  information,  call  Janet  Oh  at 
759-3690  or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.experiencecorps.org. 

Little  Brothers:  Friends  of  the 
Elderly  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
commit  to  visiting  a  senior  twice  a 
month  for  a  year.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  volunteer  coordi¬ 
nator  at  771-7957. 

YOGA 

Come  for  a  Free  introductory 
yoga  class  and  refreshments  ev¬ 
ery  Wednesday,  6:30  p.m. 
Beginners  are  welcome. 
Sivananda  Yoga,  (415)  681-2731. 
1200  Arguello  Blvd.,  at  Frederick. 
www.sfyoga.com. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  ReView  of- 
fice  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  Review,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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Rhoda  Goldman  Plaza  combines  freedom  and  peace  of  mind 
giving  us  the  best  of  both  worlds.  Private  apartments  and  a  wide 
array  of  lifestyle  amenities  allow  us  to  maintain  our  independence. 
Exceptional  personal  are  services  create  security  for  the  future  for 
our  family,  our  friends  and  us.  Rhoda  Goldman  Plaza  is  the  ideal 
choice.  To  find  out  more  please  all  today  at  (415)  345-5060. 


Rhoda  Goldman  Plaza 
2180  Post  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115 

415  •  345  •  5060 

www.rgplaza.org 

RCFE  #385600125 

Managed  by  Life  Care  Services  LLC 

Foufided  by  Jewish  Family  and  Childrens  Services  and  Mount  Zion  Health  Fund. 
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Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrasment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 


SPECIAL 


$399 


Reg.  $599 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won’t  believe  our  pricesi 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Orai  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  07o  Financing  (on  approval) 


ceanview 


EXCELLENCE  IN  DENTISTRY  AND  PROFESSIONAL 
CARE  FOR  OVER  15  YEARS 


Saving  of  25-657o 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

72®"  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

son  Frrci«o':'c’2’94i2,  (415)  221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 
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New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

*  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

*  Necessary  X-Rays 

*  Complete  Oral  Exam 

*  Oral  Cancer  Screening 

t  Doctor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  4/30/04, 


Teeth  Whitenin 
Treatment  Availa 


le 


NEW!!! 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Peridental  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  offtce  for  details. 


'For  Noticably  Brighter  Teeth." 
Please  call  office  for  details. 

^00^°  reg.  $300 


With  coupon  only.  Expires  4/30/04. 


Only 
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Balboa  St. 


Cabrillo  St. 


Fulton  St. 


GG  Park 


